
 

Cleaning up shattered glass on Hook Mountain plateau 
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Save the Date: 
 
 

Great American CleanupÔÔÔÔ -   
 Saturday, April 17, 2010 to  
 Sunday, April 25, 2010 
 
More info at: www.KeepRocklandBeautiful.org 

Inside this issue: 
· List of sponsors and letter from President Damiani, p.2 
· Environmental Education,  p.3 
· Great American Cleanup: Biggest Pile Yet, p.4-5 
· Trash Cans and FlashCAMs,  p.6 
· “Hooked on the Hook” and 2009 KRB Award Winners, p.7 
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Art by Amelia Marino 

Photo by: Strawtown Studio 
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Keep Rockland Beautiful Awards  
 

· Steve Botto Steve Botto Landscaping 
Beautification Award 

· Laura Incalcaterra Journal News 
      Environmental Education Award 
· Virginia Geerdes Nanuet Civic Association 
      Litter Law Enforcement Award 
· Robin Rosenberg GAGA Creekside Sculpture 

Trail Public Art Award 
· Rich Anderson Congers Civic Assocation 
      Cleanup Leader Award 
· George Strayton Provident Bank Business 

Sponsor Award 
· Ray Icobelli Blauvelt Lions Club 
      Adopt-a-Road Award 
· Lagana Family Jefferson Ave. Assoc. Pearl River 
      Beautification Award 
 

Thank You KRB Sponsors! 
Major Sponsors: County of Rockland, Entergy, 
HSBC Bank, Key Bank, Mirant New York, Inc, 
O&R, Rockland County Solid Waste 
Management Authority, TD Bank 
 

Great Supporters: Verizon, Gibraltar 
Management, Inserra Supermarkets, Joni Anger, 
M.G. McLaren Engineers, Pepsi, Plastic Craft 
Products Corporation, Professional Disposables 
Intl., Mark Schlesinger, Highway Superintendents 
of Rockland, Tilcon, Town of Haverstraw, Town 
of Clarkstown, Trustco Bank, United Water, 
Valois of America, Inc. 
True Friends: 1-800-Got-Junk, Alden Wolfe, 
PC, American Leisure at the Harbors, 
Assemblyman Zebrowski, Avon, Behan Planning 
and Design, Blue Rock School, Brownie Troop 

KRB’s Main Activities: 
 

· Great American Cleanup Hundreds of cleanup 
crews, cleaner streets, parks and streams.  

· Earth B.E.A.T. Environmental education 
events and teacher training for elementary and 
middle schools  

· ‘Dear Litterbug’ Warning Letters Send a 
message to a litterbug today! 

· Rockland P,L.U.S. Environmental leadership 
and mentoring program for high school students. 

· Trash Can Painting Project Connecting artists 
with trash barrels in need of decoration. 

· Code Enforcement Taskforce A forum for lo-
cal officials focused on boosting enforcement of  
laws against dumping, graffiti and litter. 

· Keep Rockland Beautiful Awards Recogni-
zing outstanding efforts to beautify Rockland. 

· Litter Hotline  Get info. Report a litter 
“hotspot.” Fulfill community service hours… 

       Call KRB at 845-708-9164 
 

www.KeepRocklandBeautiful.org 

Dear Friends, Family 
and Colleagues, 
     I can remember the days 
growing up in New City, 
playing in the Demarest 
Stream behind my grand-
parents’ house and enjoying 
the beautiful natural wildlife 
in our  neighborhood.  
     I am a native of this area, 
born and raised, and now I 
have the opportunity to raise my family here as well.  If you 
love your home in Rockland like I love mine, join me in 
supporting Keep Rockland Beautiful. 
     People make a difference; you can make a difference 
too.  Become a Member, call the Litter Hotline and report a 
Litterbug, inquire about our Educational Programs and refer 
educators, teachers, artists or businesses to our services and 
participate in our local Community Events. 
     Take a look at the list of KRB programs - pretty 
impressive! Each activity is directly related to our 
communities’ needs.  People, Volunteers, Advisors, Donors 
and active Community Leaders - made it happen. Together 
we form a comprehensive approach to raise environmental 
and community awareness that unfolds into visible, 
concrete improvements that make Rockland a cleaner, safer, 
more beautiful place to live. 
     As a Girl Scout leader, active Rotarian, employee of 
O&R and lifelong Rockland resident, I want to thank you 
for joining me in supporting Keep Rockland Beautiful and 
its mission. 
     People make a difference; You can make a difference 
too; Keep Rockland Beautiful. 
     Sincerely,  

Michelle Damiani, President 

40936, Carmen DiBiasi, Chelsea Communications, 
Congers Valley Cottage, Rotary, Cub Scout Pack 22 - 
Pearl River, Cub Scout Pack 233 Nanuet, David 
Carlucci, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Fair Game 
Goose Management Svcs, George Leonard, Girl 
Scout Troop 40300, Girl Scout Troop 40681 Congers, 
Girl Scout Troops 40432 & 40186, Glass Gardens, 
Inc., Hillcrest Neighborhood Preservation Assn, In 
Memory of Bob Caggiano, JCC-Y of Rockland, Inc, 
Kieran Quinn & T Robins Brown, Laura Rose of 
West Nyack, Leonard Grob, Little Tor/Woodglen GS 
Community, Mac Albus Shukokai Karate Center, 
Maria Luisa, Nanuet Civic Assn., New City Chamber 
of  Commerce, Pet Butler, Pet Palace of New City, 
Pomona Civic Assoc. Inc., Provident Bank, R. 
Spencer Lauterbach, Esq., Ralph Mandia, RCC 
Environmental Club, Richard Caunitz, Rockland 
County Police Hispanic Society, Rockland County 
Sheriffs Deputies Assn., Rockland Road Runners, 
Safe Harbor Group, Sarah Lawrence College, South 
Little Tor Civic Assn, St. Augustine School, Stony 
Point Lions Club, Strasser & Associates,  Strawtown 
Gang Green, Suffern Chamber of Commerce, Teva 
Pharmaceuticals, The Summit School, Video Magic 
Productions, Village of Montebello, Village Of 
Pomona, Virginia Geerdes 

Hooked on the Hook 
 

What do you get when you combine an art show, an 
awards event, food donated by Rockland’s best restau-
rants, and the grand opening of an historic building? 
The most sensational celebration of Rockland’s beauty 
in the history of KRB! “Hooked on the Hook,” June 13, 
2009, was a partnership between KRB and Artists in 
the Parks, an organization of artists who love to paint 
outdoors and who donate a portion of their art sales to 
the Palisades Interstate Parks Commission. 
     Prior to 1910, when the PIPC purchased the Man-
hattan Trap Rock Company in Upper Nyack, the mas-
sive stone building at Nyack Beach State Park housed 
the powerful steam engines driving rock crushing ma-
chines for Hook Mtn quarries. Later, with the creation 
of the park and daily steamships from NYC, the build-
ing was developed as a “Bath House” in 1936. Beach-
goers could gather, change clothes, and  eat. 
     A 200’ balcony made of extinct American Chestnut 
wood overlooks the central ballroom, where a massive 
stone fireplace provides heat, light and ambiance. The 
Bath House is truly a gem in the rough and represents 
an extraordinary opportunity for our community to 
reinvent a forgotten treasure as a venue for community 
events and a monument to our preservation history. 
     With help from artists, PIPC staff and volunteers, 
the Bath House became an art gallery and dining room 
for the day. During the evening awards event, 150 
guests enjoyed live bluegrass music, beautiful art, and delicious treats donated by these local caterers: At 
Your Service Catering, Nyack Gourmet, Didier and Dumas,  Pierce and Dunhill,  Del’ Arte, Old 76 
House, Cornetta’s, True Food, Thai Restaurant, and Defiant Brewery. 

Elyse Fuller (left) and Joni Anger, members of the KRB 
Board of Directors, chat during the memorable Hooked on 
the Hook KRB Awards Event, June 13, 2009 
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Trash Can Painting Project 
Over the last six years, KRB has recruited scores of 
artists to paint over 300 trash barrels, which we are 
installing at bus shelters countywide. The Arts Council of 
Rockland, Clarkstown and Orangetown Highway 
Departments, Star Kay White ice cream factory (free 
barrels!), and our wonderful artists are our key partners. 
As with all KRB programs, full details are on the 
website, and we are always looking for volunteers -  to 
paint cans, to help kids paint, and to report incidents of 
littering, overflowing trash cans and Dumpsters, and 
locations where trash cans are needed. We thank all the 
artists involved, as well as our partner agencies, teachers 
and folks who give money to this project, specifically the 
Arts Council of Rockland, Provident Bank and Engergy. 
We’d love to hear your ideas and suggestions! This project 
is made possible, in part, with funds from the Community Arts Grants program of the Arts Council of Rockland and the 
Decentralization Program of the New York State Council on the Arts and a generous grant secured by Assemblywoman Jaffee.       
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Earth B.E.A.T. for Schools 
 

KRB’s Earth B.E.A.T. (Basic Environmental 
Awareness Training) program helps elementary and 
middle schools celebrate Earth Day anytime of year. 
For $350, KRB will supply and coordinate up to a 
dozen “eco-stations” ranging from the popular and 
state-of-the-art Enviroscape watershed model (see 
photo), to the “Litter Grabber Relay Race,” and 
“Everybody Lives Downstream.” In the past year we 
have trained over 350 teachers and PTA volunteers to 
run the fun and educational activities, in which over 
5500 kids have participated. Funded in part by HSBC 
Bank USA, N.A. 
 

Environmental Conference  
In February 2009, Sonia Cairo, KRB’s Program Co-
ordinator, launched Rockland’s first and only confer-
ence on environmental education. About 100 teach-
ers, PTA members and school officials joined work-
shops on school gardens and nature trails, Earth 
B.E.A.T. programs, recycling, and energy conserva-
tion. The event was hosted by teacher Dan Sullivan-
took and the Fieldstone Secondary School, and fea-
tured guest experts from a wide range of environ-
mental agencies and professional fields. The goal of 
the Earth BEAT School-to-School Symposium is to 
create a learning community among Rockland’s most 
dedicated, knowledgeable and “green” school leaders, 
so that they, and our youth, can benefit from each 
other’s experiences. KRB proudly serves the needs of 
this network as a clearinghouse for ideas and infor-
mation, and we’re already planning the 2010 event. 

Environmental Education 

Rockland P.L.U.S. 
 

How often do high school students get to join 
with peers from other schools literally to map 
out their own visions of a sustainable local 
community, with guidance from Rockland’s 
most experienced land use and environmental 
professionals? Over the last six years, hundreds 
of students have taken part in Rockland’s unique 
land use planning symposium. The event takes 
place at RCC and uses a case study of waterfront 
development plans in the Village of Haverstraw. 
KRB staff lead classroom workshops prior to the 
symposium to train students and teachers in 
principles of sustainable planning and collab-
orative decision-making. It is always exciting to 
see the creative solutions student groups devise 
to address such pressing issues as open space, 
stormwater runoff, affordable housing, traffic 
and employment. Run by KRB’s Sonia Cairo, 
Lamont Doherty, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
and Rockland County AmeriCorps. 

Tools for Swatting Litterbugs... 
KRB’s Code Enforcement Taskforce brings together 
police, health, highway, building and other officials to 
share ideas on how to cure eyesores like graffiti, illegal 
dumping, litter “hotspots” and related issues. On June 11, 
the group convened its Fifth Annual Code Enforce-
ment Symposium with a focus on graffiti prevention. A 
highlight of the event was Kevin Fitzpatrick’s 
demonstration of the FlashCAM 880, a solar-powered 
security camera that is motion-activated and equipped 
with a loudspeaker for chasing off delinquents. Taskforce 
Chair Jim Dean, Orangetown Highway Superintendent, 
is in the process of acquiring a FlashCAM in order to 
prevent illegal dumping and other acts of vandalism on 
public property in Orangetown. 
     In the meantime, you can help stop litterbugs by reporting their license plates 
and other incident information to KRB. Last year we partnered with the Sheriff 
Department to create a ‘Dear Litterbug’ Warning Letter service  volunteers can 
use to “swat a litterbug.” So far we have contacted about 300 vehicle owners. These 
warnings, on Sheriff Department letterhead, really get people’s attention, and have 
resulted in some interesting conversations between parents and teenage drivers, 
among others. Please download report forms form the KRB website, or call KRB. 

A young artist at work during the annual KRB Trash Can 
Show at the Orangetown Highway Department. Are you 
good with a paint brush? Call KRB to get a can to paint! 

An actual illegal dumper caught in the act by the Flash-
CAM 880.  KRB is helping local officials and commer-
cial property owners to stop vandalism. 

Clean, Green and Safe: A recent study by University of Illinois showed 
that leafy green spaces can relieve ADHD symptoms and reduce crime. The 
same group also believes that people who live in green communities tend to pro-
crastinate less. We’ll get around to investigating this further. Maybe tomorrow. 
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Total Groups Registering for Great 
American Cleanup in Rockland
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Great American Cleanup  

April - June 2009 
Save the date: Next Spring’s Cleanup: April 17-25, 2010 

There is a deep well of civic and 
environmental concern in Rockland 
County demonstrated by yet another record-
breaking cleanup campaign this past spring. 
Take a look at our list of sponsors (p.2), a reflection of 
the diverse and broad public and private involvement in 
the county’s biggest environmental event of the year. 
Cleanup crew registrations have grown from 164 
groups in 2007, to 240 in 2008 and a whopping 300 this 
year. This success was due to: local cleanup leadership 
in the villages and towns; generous sponsors enabling 
better outreach to schools; and great support from 
highway departments, civic groups, churches and all 
our partner organizations. Please see the KRB website 
for a full report on the campaign, our sponsors, and 
plans for the future (and many more pictures!) And 
remember our cleanup slogan: 
CLEAN STREETS = CLEAN STREAMS 

 “I love taking kids to clean and 
having them say ‘I will never look 
at litter the same again- I will 
always want to clean it up now‘ 
and… ‘From now on, I am going 
to yell at every one of my friends 
that throws garbage out the 
window when we are driving 
around.’” Susan Solar, 
Clarkstown South High School 

“Thanks for leading this tre-
mendous event.  It is so wonder-
ful to get that rewarding ‘I did 
something positive for my Com-
munity and the Earth feeling!’ 
Please keep up the great work.” 
Dave Sherman, Nyack 
 and PepsiCo. 

“The best part is that we 
inspired a neighbor to start 
cleaning up his yard 
alongside Route 304” 
 Valerie Moldow, 
Keller Williams Hudson 
Valley Realty 
  

Sara Tucker, a KRB board 
member, leads an HSBC Bank 
team removing invasive vines 
from Kennedy Dells park. KRB 
has “adopted” a corner of the 
park, sending several crews to 
beat back the Japanese 
Knotweed and tree-strangling 
vines. 

Talia Stewart fishes trash from a 
storm drain in Nyack using a grab-
ber tool from KRB. 

KRB’s new online cleanup map shows several hundred regular cleanup crew 
locations and contacts. You can even see illegal dumpsites from space if you 
zoom in on the red icons - take a look at the tires dumped off Central High-
way near Thiells and let us know if you would like to help haul them out of 
the woods. 

Kids “pitch in” in Spring Valley 

Cleanup Campaign Data 
· 300+ cleanup events registered 
· 32 communities involved 
· 40+ tons of trash collected from 

streets, beaches and streams 
· 4000 volunteers received free t-

shirts, trash bags and organizational 
support from KRB 

· 1000 litter grabber tools loaned 
· $22,500 raised/spent in sponsorships 
· 378 bags of recyclables collected 
· 6 street banners hung 
· 32 schools participated 
· 20 streams and 20 parks cleaned 
· 7 miles of hiking trail cleaned 
 

See website for list of participants, 
cleanup sites, pictures, and more! 

Special thanks to: Eileen Albus, Eti Znamirowski-LeMoullec, Annie Shustack, Leslie Sanderson, John Wickes, Paula Klein, Heidi Zembriski, Therese Vailakis, Linda Freundel, Ironda Lynce, Laurie Rainieri, Sonia Cairo, Denise Weber Mishkel, Joni Anger,  and many others... 

The Nauraushaun Brook cleanup crew, led 
by Sona Mason, Pearl River 

Elyse Stoller is undeterred by the 
trash on Rte 59 in Ramapo - Go 


