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Save the Dates: 
 

Fall Waterways Cleanup 
 Saturday, Sept. 27, 2008 
 

Great American CleanupÔÔÔÔ –   
 Saturday, April 18, 2009 
 
More info at: www.KeepRocklandBeautiful.org 
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Inside this issue: 
· KRB Mission and Sponsors, p.2 
· 6000 Students Go Green with KRB, thanks to HSBC Bank, p.3 
· Great American Cleanup: Biggest Pile Yet, p.4-5 
· Trash Can Painting Artists Complete 250th Can,  p.6 
· 100th Litterbug Gets Warning Letter, and other program updates, p.7 
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KRB Mission and Activities  
     “KRB” is a clearinghouse of ideas, information 
and equipment for cleaning up and beautifying our 
communities. We educate and empower people to 
take responsibility for improving quality of life.  
     We kickoff spring with the volunteer Litter 
Survey (March) to evaluate road conditions and 
quality of life indicators countywide. During the 
Great American Cleanup (April) and Fall 
Waterways Cleanup (October) about 4000 
volunteers clean up Rockland and forge 
community spirit, obtaining free trash bags, t-shirts 
and support from KRB.  
     The Code Enforcement Symposium brings 
police, building, health, fire and highway 
departments together to boost the effectiveness of 
litter law enforcement. You can join this effort by 
becoming a Litter Marshal and reporting the 
license plates of “litterbugs” to KRB for a warning 
letter to be sent. Just ask us for a free set of blank 
report forms. 
     In the fall we gather for the annual Awards 
Event to celebrate the accomplishments of 
individuals and organizations leading the way 
toward cleaner, safer, more livable communities.  
     The Land Use Planning Symposium for high 
school students takes place in the winter, training 
future leaders in sustainable community planning 
methods. The Earth B.E.A.T. program delivers a 
package of environmental activities, like the Litter 
Grabber Relay Race, to elementary and middle 
schools interested in celebrating Earth Day and 
engaging students in environmental stewardship.       
     We have installed about 240 hand-painted 
trash barrels at area bus shelters over the last 
several years. Our annual trash can exhibit features 
40-80 new cans each spring. Artists needed!  
     Throughout the year, our Board of Directors  
meets regularly to advance KRB’s mission. 
     All of these activities take place with the active 
involvement of diverse individuals and groups 
who share the basic goal expressed by our 
organization’s name, “Keep Rockland Beautiful”! 
     Call  the Litter Hotline at 845-708-9164 for  
more info, to report a litter “hotspot” or get help on 
a related problem in your neighborhood! Check 
out our website for more detailed program 
information www.KeepRocklandBeautiful.org. 
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Thank You KRB Sponsors! 
Like other nonprofits, KRB provides vital services 
that government and the for-profit sector cannot, and 
we do it cheap, fast and with heart, multiplying each 
dollar invested  via volunteer labor, in-kind dona-
tions, and partnerships. KRB has a contract with the 
County to provide litter prevention and environ-
mental education. Virtually all KRB programs are 
also funded by private donations from businesses 
our dues-paying members, and via fundraising 
events organized by KRB board of directors.  
 Besides the County, our primary donors 
during the last year have been: HSBC Bank, En-
tergy, the Arts Council of Rockland, Provident 
Bank, TD Banknorth, Steps to a Healthier NY, 
O&R, Town of Clarkstown, Town of Orangetown, 
Town of Stony Point, Town of Haverstraw, RC 
Solid Waste Authority, Highway Superintendents 
Association, Mirant, Wells Fargo, New City Diner, 
Tilcon, United Water, Pepsi, Town of Ramapo, Barr 
Laboratories, Plastic Crafts Products Corp, Russell 
Foote and Co., Avon, Key Bank, Fair Game Goose 
Control, McClaren Engineering, Bar Labs, Plastic 
Craft Products Corp., Inserra, New City Pet Palace. 
 Dozens of civic groups and small businesses 
support the Great American Cleanup with small   
donations. We are very grateful for our “family” 
of supporters and proudly post all of their names 
on our website, along with details about KRB    
programs too numerous to print in this newsletter. 

¡Ay Caramba! 
Dear KRB friends, partners, donors and sympathiz-
ers, it seems I only produce a newsletter when I am 
on summer “vacation,” in this case in San Miguel 
del Allende, Mexico, a paradise of colonial archi-
tecture, art and “gringo”-driven real estate boom, 
the latter resulting in a free place to stay for me, my 
wife and kids. Incidentally, there is virtually NO 
STREET LITTER around here, due to two factors: 
consistent street cleaning and the absence of a cul-
ture of fast-food/eating-in-a-car. Exception: plastic 
bottles of water are for sale everywhere. 
 Please enjoy this newsletter about KRB 
programs, and give us a call with any questions or 
comments you have.  Let us know your neighbor-
hood or environmental concern and we will try to 
help!   - Andy Stewart, Director 
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“Earth B.E.A.T.  is student 
centered, age appropriate, fun 
and engaging for students, with 
great information.”   
 - Paul Guglielmo, Assistant Principal, 
South Orangetown Middle School 

Environmental Education 
Over the past year Keep Rockland Beautiful’s envi-
ronmental education programs have experienced tre-
mendous growth. KRB programs have served over 
6000 students at 23 schools in Rockland County, and 
provided training and support to over 200 teachers, 
school staff and PTA volunteers engaged in the KRB 
environmental education programs. Topics covered 
include: litter, recycling, watersheds, local wildlife, 
and land use planning. 
 The Earth B.E.A.T. program helps elementary 
and middle schools celebrate Earth Day anytime of 
year, while Rockland P.L.U.S. empowers high school 
students and teachers to tackle development and wa-
tershed issues from a sustainable development per-
spective. KRB staff also offer free environmental edu-
cation programs, including our hands on tabletop wa-
tershed kit, to Scouts, church youth groups and public 
events such as street fairs and Earth Day festivals. 
 Generous grants from HSBC Bank, Provident 
Bank and O&R have enabled KRB to develop ser-
vices in support of teachers, parents and students look-
ing for environmental experiences. KRB educators 
Sonia Cairo and Siobhan O’Malley created the Earth 
B.E.A.T. program for  elementary and middle schools, 
and implemented the Rockland P.L.U.S. land use sym-
posium (for high school students) with Margie Tur-
rin from  Lamont Doherty and Hudson River 
Basin Watch, Jeff Geller from Cornell Co-
operative Extension, and Kathy Galione, of 
Rockland County AmeriCorps. 
 The Village of Haverstraw and its wa-
terfront district provided an exciting case 
study for the land use symposium. 140 high 
school students and their teachers joined 15 
mentors from planning, real estate and com-
munity groups to study issues of economic 
revitalization, affordable housing, watershed 
and habitat preservation, and waterfront ac-
cess. 
 We are particularly indebted to the 
many teachers who have helped develop our 
programs, and to all the students whose en-
thusiasm for the “Litter Grabber Relay 
Race,” “Garbage Pizza,” “Environmental Jeopardy” 
and everything “green” sustains our own commit-
ment to environmental stewardship. 

Kids play “Local Nature Bingo” at Earth B.E.A.T. 

High school students map their vision of a sustainable 
community during the Land Use Symposium. 

Thank you Sara Tucker and Barbara 
Boggan for believing in KRB! 
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Great American Cleanup 
April-May 2008 

There is a deep well of civic and environmental 
concern in Rockland County, demonstrated by this 
spring’s record-breaking cleanup campaign. KRB 
registered over 240 cleanup crews, shattering our 
previous record of 170. This success was due to: local 
cleanup leadership in the villages and towns, generous 
sponsors enabling better outreach to schools, and great 
support from highway departments, civic groups, 
churches and all our partner organizations. Please see 
the KRB website for a full report on the campaign, our 
sponsors, and plans for the future (and many more 
pictures!) And remember our cleanup slogan: 
CLEAN STREETS = CLEAN STREAMS 

Total Groups Registering for Great 
American Cleanup
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“Dear God, 
I will never kill a …. 
with a slingshot again. 
Please forgive me. 
 Signed, J.R.”  
 - Message in a bottle 
found during Hudson River 
cleanup by Blue Rock School 

Cleanup Campaign Data 
· 40,000 fliers distributed via schools 
· 240+ cleanup events registered 
· 40+ tons of trash collected from 

streets, beaches and streams 
· 30 communities involved 
· 4000 volunteers received free t-

shirts, trash bags and organiza-
tional support from Keep Rockland 
Beautiful 

· $19,500 raised/spent in sponsorships 
· 200 bags of recyclables collected 
· 6 street banners hung 
· “Kickoff” event at County Legisla-

ture, 4/15/08 
· 40 schools participates 
· See website for list of participants, 

cleanup sites, pictures, and more! 

“An amazing, eye-opening experience 
for all of us.” — Maureen Mercer, Tappan 
Zee Brownie Troop 40732. Cleanup: Joseph 
Clark Rail Trail, Sparkill. 

“I saw people doing 
it last year and 
wanted to get in-
volved.”  
- Eileen Albus,    
Clarkstown Garden 
Club. Cleanup: Rte 45 
in New Hempstead. 

“We met with the Nanuet 
Civic Group and moved our 
way up to the Highview 
playground and cemetery.  
What a great feeling my 
kids had when passerbys 
made gestures of support.  
It felt good for us all. Can't 
wait to create an even big-
ger group next year." 
— Valerie Moldow, Nanuet 

Spring Valley shows its muscle! 

Rockland County Water Quality Commit-
tee partners with United Water to clean 
Lake Deforest and Hackensack River 

Palisades Community Center won 
this Troy-Bilt chipper shredder at 
the KRB Volunteer Reception 

Pomona Civic Association found 100 
tires dumped off Rte 202. KRB youth 
volunteers cleaned up! 

Paula Klein (right, loading up on 
supplies at KRB) led Stony Point to 
its biggest cleanup ever.  

Irene and Bill Ryan (left), longtime KRB 
and Nanuet Civic Assoc. volunteers, led a 
successful cleanup in Nanuet. 

Stony Pointers rally for their biggest cleanup ever, with help from Stony Point High-
way Department, Girl Scouts, Lions Club, SPACE, and many families and friends. 

Nyack caps its cleanup with a joyous  “Parade of All Beings”  to Memorial Park for 
trash can painting, food, music and the signing of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement by local Town and Village officials. 

Special thanks: Wayne Ballard, Bob Caggiano, Nancy Willen, Jim Dean, Larry Brissing, Mike Sadowski, Jim Murawski, Frank Brooks, John Wickes, Paula Klein, Heidi Zembriski, Connie Coker, Laura Incalcaterra, Carol Knudson, Mary Resonovich, Colleen Vanderhoef……. 
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Trash Can Painting Project 
  Over the last five years KRB has recruited scores of 
artists to paint over 250 trash barrels, which we are in-
stalling at bus shelters countywide. The Arts Council of 
Rockland, Clarkstown Highway Department and 
Orangetown Highway Department are key partners, as 
are the businesses that donate steel barrels: Rockland 
Bakery, Star Kay White, Bee Alive Co. and Cook-Chill.  
                        Contest Winners 
The annual Trash Can Exhibit featured over 50 original 
cans by amateur and professional artists, displayed dur-
ing the Orangetown Highway Dept Open House. The 
winner of the popular vote was Audrey Gensell’s fear-
some “Gargoyle” can, while Johtoya Thomas captured 
the KRB Board of Directors’ Choice with her 
“Teamwork” can. Each received a $100 prize. 
      Key Players 
You can be a “key player”’ by referring interested paint-
ers to Suzanne Burgio, KRB’s Arts Coordinator.     
Suzanne delivers clean cans to artists, leads trash can 
painting workshops for youth groups and adults, and has 
painted great cans depicting the Congers railroad depot 
and Dutch Garden in New City. You can see Suzanne’s 
cans and those of many other talented artists on KRB’s 
website, far too many to mention here! 
 It’s a thrill to see folks embrace this project and 
take it in new directions. Sheila and John Elliot are a 
great example, having used trash can painting to intro-
duce local kids to the work of Edward Hopper and the 
Hopper House gallery in Nyack. Liz Sayles is a talented 
book illustrator who coordinated trash can painting by 
Nyack students (photo at right), and ARC teamed up 
with the Rockland Center for the Arts to produce 
some great new trash cans. Colleen Vanderhoef 
(Ramapo Freshman Center) and Shirley Goebel 
Christie (Clarkstown South) are two high school art 
teachers who have incorporated trash can painting into 
their classes with fabulous results over the last several 
years, producing cans that grace bus shelters and parks 
all over the County. 
 We thank all the artists involved, as well as our 
partner agencies, teachers and folks who give money to 
this project, specifically the Arts Council and Entergy. 
We’d love to hear your ideas and suggestions! 

This project is made possible, in part, with funds from the Community Arts Grants program of the Arts 
Council of Rockland and the Decentralization Program of the New York State Council on the Arts and a 
generous grant secured by Assemblywoman Ellen Jaffee.       
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100th Slob Gets Litter Warning Letter! 
Cleanup crews, bless their hearts, cleanup the same spot year after 
year, wondering “Isn’t there a law against littering?!” The answer is 
“Yes, but, with some exceptions, enforcement is weak.”  
 KRB’s new Litter Warning Letter service, via our partnership 
with the Sheriff Department, enables John Q. Citizen to fight back 
against the slobs—just stock up on report forms at KRB and start  
reporting license plates of litterbugs today. It feels good! The 100th 
letter was sent in May (yea!), but there are still some folks out there 
who need to get the message... 
 In the meantime,  KRB’s monthly Code Enforcement   
Taskforce and annual Code Enforcement Symposium support in-
creased enforcement of laws pertaining to motorist litter, graffiti, ille-
gal dumping, property maintenance and similar quality of life issues.  

Indian Rock Center Art Project 
KRB has partnered with Indian Rock Shopping Cen-
ter to install twenty trash kiosks featuring large photos 
of world landmarks such as the Twin Towers,     
Stonehenge, the Grand Canyon and Machu Picchu. 
Richard Sena, of Dalzell Management, said, “As a 
former art gallery owner, I want the shopping areas I 
manage to be not only well-maintained, but beautiful 
and thought-provoking.” Thanks also to Sen. Morahan 
and the NYS Office of Parks and Recreation for help-
ing develop this project.  

Keep Rockland Beautiful Awards 2007  

· PAUL KILGALLEN, Blue Sky Landscaping - Adopt-a-Road Award 
· CATHERINE KONNER SCULPTURE PARK @ Rockland Center for the 

Arts - Public Art Award 
· SHERIFF JAMES KRALIK AND SERGEANT JOHN GENTILLO Sheriff 

Department - Enforcement Award 
· DOUG SMITH, HSBC Bank - Business Sponsor Award 
· KAITLIN DINET, Pearl River High School and Girl Scouts.  
 – Beautification Award 
· JUDY KESSELMAN, Rockland Community College 
  – Environmental Education Award 
· JIBY RAJAN, Spring Valley Grace Assembly of God Church  
 – Cleanup Award 

KRB Interns Win Awards, Go Places! 
Samantha Stahl (center) won the prestigious Eleanor Burlingham Con-
servation Award from the Rockland County Conservation Association. 
This $1000 prize honors her development of the KRB Storm Drain  Pup-
pet Show, and leadership of the environmental club at Clarkstown South 
HS. Currently an AmeriCorps member, “Sam” plans to continue her pur-
suit of art and science at college this fall. In 2004, Dan DeSantis (right) 
won a $1000 scholarship from the Hackensack Riverkeeper for his early 
role producing the KRB puppet show, aided by Pooja Hodarkar (left).   


