
 

Fran Feder, a KRB volunteer, poses with her cans at the second annual Artful Receptacles exhibit in May. 
Fran’s cans are now in use and on display at bus shelters on Rte 59 by the Palisades Center and Shoprite. If 

you are a painter or art teacher or you are interested in supporting public art, please contact KRB. 
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Save the Dates: 
 

Fall Waterways Cleanup 
 Saturday, October 1, 2005 
 

Great American CleanupÔÔÔÔ –   
 Saturday, April 22, 2006 
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Dear Friend,  
 

     Please join me in supporting the Fall Cleanup campaign as a volunteer or a 
sponsor. Together we can cleanup our streets, streams and beaches. Volunteers 
receive t-shirts, bags and other supplies, and get the satisfaction of working 
together to make a visible difference in the community and for the 
environment. To register, call KRB (see p. 6 for details). 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Andy Gallina, A&J Reliable, Inc. and Fall Cleanup Major Sponsor 

Fall Cleanup Gains A Major Sponsor 

Andy Gallina, 
A&J Reliable 
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KRB Busy Battling Blight  
     “KRB” is a clearinghouse of ideas, 
information and equipment for cleaning up and 
beautifying our communities. We educate and 
empower people to take responsibility for 
improving quality of life.  
     We kickoff spring with the volunteer Litter 
Survey (March) to evaluate road conditions 
and quality of life indicators countywide. 
During the Great American Cleanup (April) 
and Fall Waterways Cleanup (October) about 
2000 volunteers clean up Rockland and forge 
community spirit, obtaining free trash bags, t-
shirts and support from KRB. In the fall we 
gather for the annual Awards Luncheon to 
celebrate the accomplishments of volunteers, 
teachers, police officers and businesses leading 
the way toward cleaner, safer, more livable 
communities.  
     The Land Use Symposium for Youth 
takes place in November. Throughout the year, 
our Board of Directors and our Youth 
Environmental Network each meets regularly 
to advance KRB’s mission among youth and 
the broader public. The Litter Wizard visits 
classrooms, artists transform ordinary trash 
cans into Artful Receptacles, and the Litter 
Hotline rings with reports and ideas 
concerning litter “hotspots,” litterbugs and 
ways to stop them.  
     All of these activities take place with the 
active involvement of diverse individuals and 
groups who share the basic goal expressed by 
our organization’s name, “Keep Rockland 
Beautiful”! 
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Flower Power for Haverstraw 
     Fifty hanging flower baskets grace the Village of Haverstraw’s downtown 
area, thanks to help from GDC’s Community Development Fund, the local 
DPW and KRB’s own Board Member and volunteer Patti Zippilli, who 
organized the project. Kids at the Arts Alliance of Haverstraw helped plant the 
flowers. 
     In the coming year KRB will use a second GDC grant to hire a bilingual 
environmental educator to lead hikes up High Tor peak. Steeped in local history 
and offering stunning panoramic views of Rockland, Haverstraw and the 
Hudson River, High Tor is the ideal place to open one’s eyes, once again, to the 
beauty of nature and to the sweep of natural and human history.  

Puppets Against Pollution 
   What happens to trash when it rains? Lots of kids will 
find out from “Tito the Turtle” and his friend Samantha 
Stahl, KRB’s summer intern and 10th grader at 
Clarkstown South High School (pictured above, center, 
with Pooja Hodarkar and Dan DeSantis). To prepare for a 
series of “gigs” at summer camps, Sam has completely 
re-designed KRB’s Storm Drain Puppet Show with help 
from her friend Pattie Salgado. Pooja Hodarkar and Dan 
DeSantis, both “graduates” of KRB’s Youth 
Environmental Network and students at RCC and Clark 
University, respecively, are helping Sam with her project.  
     Through its Youth Environmental Network and Land 
Use Symposium, KRB supports students in their school 
environmental clubs and classes while putting them in 
contact with students with similar interests in different 
schools around the County. 
    “It is very cool to meet a passionate group of people 
just as concerned about the environment as I am,” 
explains Pooja, who, like Sam and Dan, has played a 
leadership role in her school environmental club while 
joining KRB’s cleanup campaigns, trash can decorating 
project and puppet show, among other activities. 
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To paint a can, submit a sketch to 
KRB and call for details. Some 
artists receive stipends, contingent 
on grant and sponsor support. 
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This project is made possible, in part, with funds from the Community Arts 
Grants program of the Arts Council of Rockland and the Decentralization 
Program of the New York State Council on the Arts. 

Business Can Care 
     Julia Brooks (11 years old) painted her   
stunning Clown Can at Varcor Studios in West 
Nyack, where teacher/owner Pam Carroll helped 
students produce several very nice cans — a 
wonderful contribution to KRB and the 
community.  
     Albert and Frank Alexander, owners of 
Alexander Brothers car repair shop in West 
Nyack, jumped at the chance to “adopt” Julia’s 
can. The brothers, who are also active in the 
adopt-a-road program, agreed to empty the trash 
and watch over the can. In particular, they are 
defending the can against those who would 
illegally “plug” it with household or commercial 
trash, making it difficult for the public to put 
“waste in its place.”  
     Thanks are due to all these helpers! 

Trash Cans are Beautiful (Now) 
     Why should trash cans be ugly?  
     About 75 hand-painted trash cans grace Clarkstown’s bus 
shelters, thanks to local artists participating in KRB’s trash 
can painting project, now in its third year.  
     Guests at our annual exhibit of new trash cans chose a 
winner by signing the “Pledge to Protect the Environment” 
and dropping it in their favorite can. Robin Polhemus’ 
stunning depiction of exotic wildlife (see photo) edged out 
David Attebury’s wonderful Raccoon Can to take the $100 
cash prize. There were so many beautiful cans we’d love to 
do a commemorative poster (hint, hint, for any graphic artists 
or printer out there willing to help…).  
     Robin’s can is in use at a bus shelter on Rte 304 near 
Rockland Bakery, and David’s raccoons are on tour with the 
KRB Summer Roadshow, charming visitors at street fairs, 
picnics and farmers markets, while reducing cleanup 
costs.To paint a can, or get a full report on the project, 
including a list of trash cans and their locations, contact 
KRB. 
     Supporters include the ACOR, Clarkstown and 
Orangetown Highway Departments, and Star Kay White ice 
cream factory, where KRB’s intrepid volunteer Kevin 
Fitzpatick gets barrels  – some with chocolate still on the 
bottom! -- to bring to the artists. 
    We need $$$ for artists. Any companies interested in a 
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Code Enforcement Project 
  The challenge of effective code enforcement was the 
subject of the recent and very exciting Code Enforcement 
Symposium (April 6) organized by KRB’s Enforcement 
Committee, led by Orangetown Highway Department 
Superintendent Jim Dean, and attended by over forty 
professionals from highway, health, police, fire and 
building departments countywide.  
     The group formed a taskforce that is now meeting 
regularly to advance a common agenda of more effective 
code enforcement. You can help by copying and returning 
the petition (see facing page), to show public support as 
we ask  politicians to consider our proposals. 
     At the Symposium, Kevin Emsworth, of the NYC 
Department of Sanitation and a resident of Pearl River, 
described how the city forces shop owners to clean 
sidewalks regularly, emphasizing that consistent 
enforcement of reasonable litter laws is the foundation of 
improved quality of life. Ron Lottermann, Recycling and 
Clean Communities Coordinator for Fair Lawn, NJ, 
showed how he involved volunteer “Litter Marshals” and 
local police in a successful effort to identify litterbugs and 
send them warning letters by tracing automobile license 
plates. 
     Natalie Harvey-Fonvil, Mike Yannazonne and Lou Cohn presented local success stories from Spring Valley, 
Orangetown and Ramapo, dealing, respectively, with abandoned cars, greenwaste and keeping “waste in place” 
in a culturally and religiously diverse landscape.  
     KRB has drafted a report on the current state of code enforcement in Rockland and options for 
improvement—contact KRB for a copy and PLEASE give us your feedback. The gist of the report is that our 
good laws on litter and property maintenance go largely unused because the enforcement process is so 
uncoordinated and inefficient, and therefore costly. Government could probably save money and improve 
community appearance by adopting some of the streamlining recommendations in the 
KRB Report. The poster by Ed Chorba shown above is part of this effort as well. 

Petition for Enforcement of Litter and Trash Laws  2005 
 
We, the undersigned, as supporters of Keep Rockland Beautiful’s cleanup campaigns, call upon our elected 
officials and our public servants to increase the enforcement of laws and codes pertaining to litter, in both 
commercial and residential areas, and from both moving vehicles and stationary sources such as uncovered trash 
cans and dumpsters. We understand that the KRB Enforcement Committee has developed specific proposals for 
reforming the code enforcement system and we ask that you respond to these proposal as soon as possible. Three 
of these are:  
 
�� Mail-in court waivers for litter violations, like parking tickets, so code enforcers can do their jobs efficiently 
without adding unnecesarily to court dockets. 
�� An annual police crackdown on motorist litterbugs, focused on cigarette litter. 
�� A “Litter Marshall” program whereby volunteers can be trained to report litterbugs’ license plates to police, 
who  send out warning letters, like in NJ. 
 
We are tired of cleaning up the same places year after year, even as we understand the vital and on-going role of 
volunteer cleanup campaigns in preserving and enhancing Rockland’s quality of life and environment. We call 
upon our elected leaders to take positive action to support our efforts through better enforcement of litter laws. 
 

Name   Street        Town/Village        Telephone           E-Mail 
 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
 

7 
 

8 

 

9 

 

10 
 

11 

 

12 

 

 

Return petitions to Keep Rockland Beautiful, 10 Maple Ave, New City, NY 10956 
Tel: 845-708-9159  Fax: 845-708-9165  E: KRBEXDIR@AOL.COM 

 

Please give ��������
������ to a friend when 
you are finished reading! 



���������	�
� ����������	�
� �

(�%
�* �

A&J Reliable Joins Cleanup Campaign 
     Andy Gallina and John Shepitka, owners of a successful home 
improvement business, know a lot about managing rainwater runoff, but 
their interest is not limited to helping people protect and beautify their homes.       
     They are also helping to protect and beautify the larger community and watershed by bringing both money 
and muscle to KRB’s Fall Cleanup campaign. As the campaign’s Major Sponsor, A&J Reliable is buying 
customized banners for twenty local cleanup groups around the county, enabling these groups to attract more 
volunteers and increase their visibility. 
     To promote environmental awareness further, A&J will pay for the insertion of 40,000 “Clean Streets = Clean 
Streams” Fall Cleanup campaign flyers in the Journal News during the month of August. “Nobody wants to pick 
up trash all by himself,” said Andy, “we just want to make sure the regular volunteers get some extra help this 
time.”  To this end, Andy and John and their families will be joining their new neighbors in a cleanup of Second 
Avenue in Nanuet, where A&J recently opened their supply house. 

     KRB’s cleanup campaign slogan “Clean Streets = Clean Streams” 
highlights the link between the purity of Rockland’s drinking water 
supplies and the way we handle waste.  
     The much-ignored and lowly storm drain is the physical link 
between land use and water quality, diverting rainwater runoff from 
roads and parking lots into local streams, so as to prevent flooding and 
accidents. Unfortunately, as water travels to a storm drain and on to its 
ultimate destination, be it wetland, ocean or your bathroom faucet, 
some unsavory characters often “hitch a ride.”   
     Cigarette butts, trash, gasoline, lawn chemicals, road salt and dirt are 
just some of the contaminants that turn innocent “runoff” into “non-
point-source” water pollution, clogging drains, degrading ecology and 
threatening water quality, wildlife and public health. KRB volunteers 
even witnessed a person pouring out a paint bucket into a storm drain!  
     These pictures tell the storm drain story in Rockland County. We 
used them in a TV ad promoting theGreat American Cleanup this 
spring. The ad featured the names of 65 regular cleanup crews and was 
paid for by Miele Sanitation, Palisades Laser Eye Center and 
Cablevision. 

Clean Streets = Clean Streams 

Fall Cleanup, Sept. 17-October 1. 
Info and supplies, contact KRB: 845-708-9159  
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Over 125 Community Cleanups in 2005! 

Cleanup Data: 
· 125 cleanup events, big and small 
· 25 to 30 tons of trash collected from 

streets, beaches and streams 
· 30 communities involved 
· 2000 volunteers received free t-shirts, 

trash bags and organizational support 
from Keep Rockland Beautiful 

Weirdest Thing Found: 
A bowling ball, under the bushes in Depot 
Park, Nyack, by Cub Scout 
Pack 9. 

Assisting in the Cleanup 
(The Journal News printed this letter, signed by the 

KRB Board of Directors, on May 25, 2005.) 
In April and May, 125 cleanups in 30 communities 

netted over 25 tons of trash from streams, parks, streets and 
beaches in Rockland, and another Great American Cleanup 
is “in the bag” thanks to the perseverance of our optimistic 
volunteers and sponsors.  

O&R, Russell Foote and Co, Rockland Highway 
Superintendents, Shoprite/Inserra, Hudson United Bank, 
Union State Bank, and DeCicco’s supermarket, Miele 
Sanitation, all helped pay for 2000 t-shirts for volunteers, as 
well as banners and other supplies and of course the 
highway depts coordinated trash pickups. Wickes arborists 
put up a banner. 

Many big-hearted civic groups, scout troops, 
families, schools and businesses returned this year to tackle 
“their” favorite litter “hotspots.” We had help from a bunch 
of new cleanup crews, including Prudential Rand, Central 
Nyack Civic Association, BOCES, the Health Dept, Willow 
Grove and Pomona Middle Schools – we even had a crew 
from the county Legislature on a cleanup of Route 304, 
filling 25 bags of trash. That’s our kind of leadership! 

David Kamchi is this year’s “Cleanup Hero.” He 
organized the biggest single cleanup effort, rallying about 
180 Suffern villagers to his side.  

Every cleanup, big or small, is a victory for 
community and environment. We thank the Journal News 
for its focus on the trash problem and we invite everyone to 
join our on-going campaign to keep Rockland beautiful. 

Below: Students from Summit School in Nyack vanquished 
a dumpsite on the Pascack Brook in Spring Valley 

“THANK YOU “ 
����

UNITED WATER 
for printing the 
KRB newsletter 

 

Key: Each dot shows one cleanup 
“event,” however large or small. 


