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What is KRB? 
Mission:  
“ KRB” is a  not-for-profit clearinghouse of ideas, 
information and equipment for cleaning up and 
beautifying our communities. We educate and 
empower people to improve quality of life. 
 
Programs:  
During the Great American Cleanup about 
2000 volunteers clean up Rockland and forge 
community spirit (see inside). For the annual 
Litter Survey , 30+ volunteers evaluate roadside 
conditions countywide. Meanwhile, the KRB 
Youth Group is performing puppet shows about 
trash and storm drains at local schools, and our 
Litter Wizard is visiting classrooms. In 
November, about 130 people get together at the 
annual  Awards Luncheon to celebrate the 
accomplishments of volunteers, teachers, police 
officers and businesses who go out of their way 
to keep Rockland beautiful. Call the Litter 
Hotline with concerns about trash and litter. 
 

Who is KRB? 
Board of Directors: 
The KRB board of directors added seven new 
members in  December, 2003, community leaders with 
a commitment to KRB’s mission. We are proud to 
welcome Janet Burnet, James Dean, Russell Foote, 
Susan Golz, Kieran Quinn, Jocelyn Williams and 
Patricia Zippilli to the board. They join continuing 
directors Jeffrey Keahon, Carmelo Ritrovato, Cora 
Bodkin, Barb Boggan, Tom Brizzolara, Marie 
Manning and Peggy Nadell. Meetings are the first 
Thursday of the month and open to the public. Join us! 
 
Members and Volunteers:  
More than revenues, KRB’s growing membership and 
volunteer base demonstrate public support for litter 
prevention. Use the form below to show your support! 
 
Sponsors and Community Partners: 
All KRB activities take place with the support of 
concerned businesses, schools, local government and 
related organizations—a network of institutions 
sharing resources to improve the community.  
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This event has a direct positive impact on the 
environment and the community, helping to reduce 
pollution, deter future littering, increase 
environmental awareness, and build pride in 
community.  
 
KRB coordinates the event in Rockland County. 
Cleanup organizers register with KRB to receive 
supporting information and materials, including free 
t-shirts and invitations to the annual Kickoff  and 
Volunteer Reception. These events give participants 
a chance to meet each other and share stories, photos 
and friendship. Using our database of cleanup groups 
and locations, KRB helps individuals find established 

groups to join, helps groups find cleanup sites, and 
helps Highway Departments find those impressive 
mountains of trash bags left behind. We also make 
sure the media know where to find good photo-ops 
and stories, and further promote the event with street 
banners, press releases, radio PSAs and mailings. 
Photos, clockwise from top: Target Store/Rte 59 
cleanup, Hudson River cleanup, Chestnut Ridge/Pine 
Brook cleanup. 

ThehasGreat Amer
The Great American Cleanup is an 

annual volunteer trash cleanup event in 
April that involves millions of people 

across the country in beautifying 
roadways, parks, trails and streams.  

A Focus on Waterways 
 
Fall Cleanup Launched 
“Why do we do this just once a year?”  is a question often heard during the 
Great American Cleanup. Of course, many of us are cleaning up constantly 
already, but we need countywide events to raise public awareness and recruit 
new volunteers. 
 In October, 2003, KRB joined forces with the NY Water Sentinel/
Sierra Club and Scouts to initiate a Fall Cleanup that we hope one day will 
rival the successful Great American Cleanup. Our focus was on waterways - 
streams, lakes, reservoirs, wetlands and beaches.  Cleanups took place on 
Congers Lake (see photo at right), Pascack Brook, the Hudson River, and 
Rockland Lake.  
 
Calling All Paddlers and Anglers 
Give KRB a ring if you want to join us in hauling trash out of the Hudson, 
Hackensack or other navigable waterways this year. We’re giving new 
meaning to the proverbial “big one that got away.” 
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Great American Clean-up 
 
 

 
Great American Cleanup by the 

Numbers—2003  
 
165 groups registered 
65 cleanups reported to KRB 
1400 volunteers cleaned up 
26 tons trash collected 
30 communities involved  
10 news articles 
 
Communities with Most Cleanups:  
New City (9) Nanuet (4)  
Congers, Haverstraw, Pearl River, W. 
Nyack (3 each) 
 
Biggest Pile of Trash Collected:  
Uncertain. Below: Riverkeeper boat 

Total Groups Registering for Great 
American Cleanup
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What’s New for 2004? 
 
Patches for Kids 
Kids, especially Scouts, love sew-on patches. Happily, 
this spring KRB’s got ‘em. In recognition of the 
important role Scouts and other children play in this 
annual event, KRB is offering a special “Keep Rockland 
Beautiful” clean-up patch featuring an outline map of the 
county.  
 
Recruiting New Cleanup Groups 
“The more the merrier” certainly applies to cleanups, and 
KRB is not waiting for folks to walk-in. Instead, we’re 
working with highway departments to create mailing lists 
of people living near perennial litter  “hotpsots,” and 
inviting these people to join the Great American Cleanup. 
The deal: you agree to host the event, and KRB will mail 
an invitation to your neighbors, provide trash bags and t-
shirts, etc. How could anybody resist? 
 
T-Shirt Sponsors Big and Small 
Volunteers and business sponsors love the “free” t-shirts 
KRB gives cleanup volunteers. What better way to show 
your support for your home-county? But at $3 a pop, it’s 
a major expense and we desperately need sponsors to at 
least cover the cost of the shirts (about $6000).   
 Orange & Rockland has jumped in with a $2000 
donation to become our first Major Supporter and we 
need other businesses to follow suit.  Please help! 
 For $50, “little guys” like civic groups, Scout 
troops and families can get on the shirt, too. Let’s 
make this t-shirt really represent the people and 
organizations that care enough to take action against 
litter. The t-shirt design goes to press in March, so call 
soon! 
 
Yard-Vac Racing, Anybody? 
We’re not exactly sure what it does or what to do with it, 
but a generous sponsor has given KRB a $600 “Yardvac” 
to use to promote the Great American Cleanup.  Can you 
help us put it to its highest use? 



Jodi Levinson, leader of the Future Business Leaders of America chapter at 
Rockland Country Day School, with her “artful receptacles.” 

 
 
Save the Date: 
 
Great American CleanupÔÔÔÔ –   
Saturday, April 17, 2004 
 
A Few of KRB’s Recent Accomplishments: 
 
· ACOR Funds “Artful Receptacles” Project 
 
· KRB Youth Perform Puppet Show 
 
· Seven Civic Leaders Join KRB Board 
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Art isn’t just for museum-goers, trashcans don’t have to be 
plain, and putting “waste in place” can be fun! This is the 
message behind the “Artful Receptacles” Project, recipient of a 
$1000 grant from the Arts of Council of Rockland. Several 
years ago KRB conspired with members of the Hillcrest 
Neighborhood Preservation Association and the Town of 
Ramapo to place children’s artwork on trash cans at bus 
shelters, garnering praise from the New York Times.  
 Last summer, the Clarkstown Highway Department 
agreed to a similar project, involving those big blue barrels 
(that used to hold road paint) used for trash cans at bus shelters 
around the town. Folks at ARC in Congers and various high 
school groups have turned out some beautiful “artful 
receptacles” now on display along Route 59 and Middletown 
Road.  
 With ACOR’s help, KRB is now commissioning 
accomplished artists to paint the cans, and putting out a general 
call to artists interested in participating. We’re also planning a 
workshop for kids and families in partnership with Head Start. 
In May, we’ll display all of the works, both commissioned and 
volunteer, by adults and children, during an exhibit at a 
highway department to coincide with National Public Works 
Day.  Last, the trashcans will be installed in public places for 
the enjoyment of all.  
 KRB invites all interested painters to submit design 
proposals by March 12. Call or email KRB to obtain further 

ACOR Funds Artful Receptacles Project 

This project is made possible, in part, with funds from the Community Arts 
Grants program of the Arts Council of Rockland and the Decentralization 
Program of the New York State Council on the Arts. 


