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Great American Cleanup Wrap-Up Report

Keep Rockland Beautiful thanks the volunteers aigamizations involved in the recent
Great American Cleanup and Great River Sweep. yidas's cleanup was more exciting than
ever — in line with public concern for water resms, we pioneered new cleanup sites on the
Sparkill, Pine Brook, the Minnisceongo and the HurdRiver. Mother Nature even showed
her appreciation by raining on the Big Day!

Three new street banners and better outreachdetpeuit many new participants this
year, joining the “regulars” who go after the Irttgith gusto each spring: civic organizations,
environmental groups, scout troops, schools, adaptd groups, churchs, Rotary and Lions
clubs, businesses, families, and many others.

Media coverage was excellent. The public’s frugirawith litter has a voice and cleanup
volunteers have become models of environmentaletiship.

Thanks to Scenic Hudson and the Riverkeeper fangang with our cleanup efforts.
Special thanks to hardworking state, county, townah éllage highway departments and
public works departments that helped put up banukéspose of litter bags, and in some caseg

organize local cleanup events.

Thanks also to O & R, Mirant, Home Depot, DeCic¢tisidson United Bank, and Union
State Bank for helping to pay for t-shirts, bannarsl supplies.

Please show your support for Keep Rockland Bedudifgoining as a member today!

+ /
"#$ %
s 0./
u) * +
N8,

1" # S %&( &)




Dear Friend,

My name
is Andy Stewart
and | live in Nyack
with my wife
Rachel Grob and
two young children,
Jonah (6) and Talia (3). | recently completed alPh.
in geography at Rutgers University, NJ, where |
conducted research on sea turtle conservation in
Nicaragua.

Like you, | hate to see trash alongside our
roads, trails and waterways. Litter is ugly, it
pollutes the environment, it is bad for property
values and business, it invites more litter andsgor
crime, and it is expensive to clean up. Worst bf al
litter is demoralizing — it gives the impressiomth
we, as members of a community, do not really care]
about each other or our environment. Conversely,
cleanups are a terrific way to forge community prid
and take environmental actio
with rapid, concrete results.
Beautification projects can go
further, engendering a sense
of ownership and responsibilit
for public space.

“It's an honor and
a challenge to
serve as
Executive
Director of KRB.”

Support for litter prevention is “a mile wide
and an inch deep” in our county. Everybody hates
litter, but it is nobody’s highest priority — exdep
ours! It is KRB’s job to bring together highway
departments, police, property and health code
enforcers, civic groups, teachers, businesses and
individuals to forge a coherent, systematic apptoac
to litter prevention. Together we can do it. Apag
will fail.

It's an honor and a challenge to serve as
executive director of KRB. We are a small
organization, but our mission enjoys great popuiari
— everybody dislikes litter, even those who have
become too cynical to pick it up! So strike a blow
against litter and cynicism and give KRB a
call today!

Sincerely,

Andy Stewart
Executive Director

Our Mission

Who Are We?

Keep Rockland Beautiful is the local affiliate o
the national non-profit organization Keey
America Beautiful. We are a clearinghouse
ideas, information and equipment for cleanin
up and beautifying communities.

What Do We Do?

Keep Rockland Beautiful works to provide
solutlons to the litter problem. We:
Educate and organize the public
Boost litter law enforcement
Clean up litter “hotspots”
Measure and map litter density
Strategize with community leaders

How do we do it?

Our main tools are:

The Keep American Beautiful System - a
nationally proven method for litter prevention

A savvy Board of Directors

An active Membership

Partnerships with government agencies,
schools, civic organizations, businesses

A “can do” attitude

What can you do?

Become a Member

Join a working group

Organize a cleanup
Write a letter...

Call the Litter Hotline

708-9164
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Flotsam and Jetsam

Awards Luncheon Needs Nominations

KRB will hold its annual awards luncheon on Sunday,
November 3, 12-3 p.m., at Terrace-on-the-Hudson in
Haverstraw. Please send in your nominations (and
photos!) for “best beautification project,” includgj

schools, parks, and commercial areas, “best cleanupp

project,” and “outstanding litter warrior,” or f@an award
category of your own design.

Litter Brigade Needs Local Sponsors

Want help eliminating your local litter “hotspot'Why
not host the KRB Litter Brigade in your community@u
pick the spot and assemble a few friends. We’'lhdpri
more volunteers, trash bags and free t-shirts. IV e
amazed at the results! Call the Litter Hotline tda

A (Web)Site for Sore Eyes

KRB has entered cyberspace with the help of
webspinners Michael and Livia Bloom of Designplex i
Nyack. Our website includes guidelines for orgargzi
cleanups, photos of volunteers (maybe you!), litsevs,
and the lowdown on litter in Rockland County, among
other useful information. Please tell us what yiaink of

the site, and send us pictures and anecdotes fam y
personal war on litter for possible inclusion:
http://www.planet-rockland.org/krb/index.html

Get Trained as a Litter Surveyor!

Beyond anecdotal evidence, how do you really knbw i
the litter problem is getting better or worse inuyo
community? Join KRB board members and voluntegrs a
we train ourselves in litter surveying techniqued gake

to the roads this winter to create an objectivéteti
index.” Call KRB for details.

Thumps and Thanks

Many, many people helped make the Great
American Cleanup and other KRB programs successful
far too many to thank here individually. Highway
departments, civic groups, businesses, familiesicgo
corporate donors — all played key roles in keeping
Rockland beautiful. At the risk of leaving peoplat,onve
would like to recognize a few people’s special
contributions.

Many people have wondered who wears the
kangaroo suit. Three wonderful young peoplriam
Boer, Max Foxman and Tamara Lindor have played
“Pockets” with gusto recently — thanks! Max, a noizsi
and radio host, is also creating a zippy radio ipuggrvice
announcement for next year's Great American Clelnup

Thank you to KRB membdbean Glestoswho
has rallied to get the Haverstraw town government f
defend Cheesecoat Park against litterers and demp
and renegade ATV riders.

Speaking of signs, thanks tBob Caggiano
(Clarkstown Highway Dept) antiony Parente (Ramapo
Code Enforcer and Hillcrest Neighborhood Preseovati
Association) for not only
icking up those ugly “Work at

Home” and “Escape
Foreclosure” illegal signs, but
bringing them to KRB.
Colleen Vanderhoef's
students at the Ramapo
Freshman Center have re-

painted the signs into beautiful
litter prevention posters which
we are using in parades and as
event decorations — come see
themand borrow them!

Cellun Wolk and Neal Harris of Hey Hoe
Garden Design, supplied landscaping materials ter t
Ramapo Freshman Center Courtyard Garden and sha
thoughts on garden design with the students.

Congratulations toGiselle Negron of Spring
Valley High School for winning first prize in theldanor
Burlingham Earth Day environmental essay contese S
wrote about her neighborhood environment, insgingehrt
by pictures she saw during a KRB presentation telss.

“Know Control” Rocks Reception

KRB threw a party on June 6, 2002, to celebrat|
the hard work of all involved in cleaning up Rocida
The event, held at the Street Community Center, avas
smiling success with very supportive words from Ggu
Executive Scott Vanderhoef, and Rockland Count
Legislators Ken Zebrowski and Harriet Cornell. Rolk
had their pictures taken with “Pockets,” ate yuminoys
d’'oeuvres, and took home free potted flowers.

Know Control, a talented band from the NYC
Church of Christ, entertained everyone with greskr
and roll music, including a special song they wrjnist
for KRB: “I wanna cleanup Rockand” (played to tlheé
of the classic punk track “I wanna be sedated, thoy
Ramones).

Did You Know . . ?
It costs the government $900
to clean one mile of heavily
littered roadway one time !!

11%

ed

1]




The Great Am

The Great American Cleanup is an
annual volunteer trash cleanup event in
April that involves millions of people
across the country in beautifying
roadways, parks, trails and streams.

This event has a direct positive impact on the
environment and the community, helping to reduce
pollution, deter future littering, increase
environmental awareness, and build pride in

community.
t-shirts. Photos, clockwise from top: Target Store

KRB coordinates the event in Rockland County. Rte 59 cleanup, Hudson River cleanup, Ramapo
Cleanup organizers register with KRB to receive River cleanup, Chestnut Ridge/Pine Brook cleanup.
supporting information and materials, includingefre




erican Clea-up

KRB Project Reports

First Annual Litter Index:

In April, 30 volunteers surveyed 175 miles of rqads
using a scoring system designed by Keep America
Beautiful. On a scale of 100 (No Litter) to 400 édidy
Littered), Rockland received a 190, about equéh¢o
national average.

Home Depot Awards

Ten cleanup groups from this year's Great American
Cleanup are receiving $100 gift cards to suppaalio
beautification efforts, through a partnership betwe
Keep Rockland Beautiful, Keep America Beautiful and
Home Depot.

Green Team Gets Grant

Care to join us? With $2000 from O&R Community
Investment Program, the Green Team plans to keep
organizing cleanups throughout the summer andrfall
partnership with local host organizations. Toygmir
“favorite” litter hotspot on the Green Team’s agand
contact Keep Rockland Beautiful ASAP.

Great American Cleanup by the
Numbers—2003

165 groups registered

65 cleanups reported to KRB
1400 volunteers cleaned up
24 tons trash was collected
30 communities involved

Communities with Most Cleanups:
New City (9) Nanuet (4)

Congers, Haverstraw, Pearl River, W.
Nyack (3 each)

Biggest Pile of Trash Collected:
Uncertain. Below: Riverkeeper boat
loaded to the gills with Hook Mtn. trash.

Total Groups Registering for Great
American Cleanup
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Public Affairs

Each issue of the newsletter we will try to giveuysome
pertinent information about existing or proposedda If
there is specific information you would like, by aleans,
please contact us and we will do our best to gt ifou.
If you have a question about something, others giviyb
do as well, so don't be afraid to call.

Happy Birthday to the Bottle Bill

On June 15, 2002, the New York State “bottle bill”
celebrated its 20birthday. Signed into law on June 15,
1982 by then Governor Hugh Carey, the deposit
requirement of the bill has been instrumental iducéng
litter, creating jobs and recycling millions of ®af metal,
glass and plastic. Now, there iSBigger Better Bottle

Bill” in the New York state legislature which would
expand the present law to cover non-carbonatedrbges
(like bottled water, ice-tea—fruitjuices)}-as—wseliOne
version of the bill wouIc‘ $84 Million in

also mandate that the st: .

get all the money (aboi UnCIa'med_ bottle

$84 million annually)the deposits!

beverage industry
currently retains from consumers not returninglbstand
claiming their deposits. The money would then géutad
local waste prevention and recycling programi$.you
support this please make your opinion count. Cdangaar
state representatives.

The Letter of the Litter Law

“Every owner, tenant or occupant is responsible to "’

immediately remove any hazard, debris or littenfrthe
sidewalk adjoining the property and for a distantéwo
feet into the street. If there is no sidewalk, ythere
responsible for cleaning up the area between fneperty
line and two feet into the street. Failure to @ois an
offense.” (Nyack Village Code 30-9).

KRB Intern Helps Beautify School

KRB enthusiastically welcomes our summe
intern Starlyn Rupinski, from Stony Point by way o
SUNY Stony Brook. She joins KRB’s efforts to relire
the wonderful courtyard garden “Wildlife Habitatt a
Ramapo High School. This impressive labor of loye b
science teacher Louise Grabell and her colleagsgsiries
a pond, international gardens, a cottage and a arlys,
but was becoming overgrown with weeds and sufferir]
institutional neglect.

Litter Free Schools Program

Keep Rockland Beautiful's “Litter Free Schools”
Program supports school beautification projectsnany
ways, such as:

Litter Wizards: Free litter prevention presentasi¢én
elementary school classes featuring the story, “The
Wartville Wizard” and our kangaroo mascot,
“Pockets.”

Litter and Landscape Lessons: A teacher training
workshop planned for this fall on how to incorperat
litter prevention and gardening into the curriculum

Awards for outstanding school beautification
projects.

Direct support for school beautification projects.

Please refer interested teachers to us for moeglslet
on KRB'’s Litter Free Schools Program. Also, doe
your local school have a gardening or beautificatio
project worthy of nomination for a KRB award? Lef
us know!

The Problem: Litter
The Solution: Prevention
Don't Be A Litter Bug!!
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Spring Valley Cleans Up

Where in the World

Keep Rockland Beautiful has forged a strategic |S Pockets?

partnership with Spring Valley to support the Mijgs
exciting efforts to cleanup and revitalize. Thelage

began with a crackdown on abandoned vehiclesifitier

driveways and roadsides. Next, the Village placadd

To receive a prize
from KRB'’s store
room, send us a letter

dumpsters around town and encouraged residenttto gor email correctly

rid of unneeded junk. The Village then sponsorestries
of three Village-wide cleanups leading up to itsi@anial
Celebration in early July.

Keep Rockland Beautiful has been supporting
this process in various ways:

- Shared litter law enforcement strategies with Mayor
Darden, his staff and police.

- Sent over 50 volunteers to the area during thetGrea
American Cleanup.

- KRB Litter Brigade joined all three Village clearsip
(5/4, 6/1 and 6/29).

- Coordinated beautification of Memorial Park.

- Supported school beautification projects at Ramapo
High School, Ramapo Freshman Center and Spring
Valley High School.

- Marched in Haitian Flag Day and Centennial Parades

identifying Pockets’
location in this picture
PLUS your bestidea
about how to preserve
Rockland’s beauty
and stop litter. This
first one should be
pretty easy...

In every newsletter we

would like to be able

to offer you at least

one, and hopeful more, useful tip for helping éatify
Rockland. If you have an idea, please call or setwdus.
Maybe we’ll use it in our next newsletter. If we de’ll
give you a free T-shirt.

Need Help Helping?

If you or anyone you know is looking for
rewarding ways of satisfying school or court

required community service hours, looking for an

internship or guidance on a research paper,
KRB can probably help.

New! Join our e-mail discussion list
for litter prevention professionals and
community advocates by clicking on this link:
http://www.topica.com/lists/KRBLitterForun

—

Items to Buy

Supporting KRB takes many forms. Some people
contribute time, some contribute money. In order to

accomplish our goals we need as much of each as we

can get. KRB has the following items availableatht
times for purchase:

Litter Sticks ~ $8

KRB-T-Shirts $10

The Wartville Wizard $10

KRB Membership: $10 Individual; $25 per family

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertisers

Talkin’ Trash is published 4 times each year, nbite
over 3 hundred households and is available to anyon
dropping by the office. We are now offering adw&nrig
space in the newsletter at these reasonable Riesse
call KRB for further information. 845-708-9159.

Size Per Issue Per Year
Business card $10.00 $30.00
1/4 Page $15.00 $45.00
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A Few of KRB’s Recent Accomplishments:

Great American Cleanup® — Despite rain,
1400 volunteers bag 24 tons of litter

O & R grant funds KRB Green Team.
Volunteers complete First Annual Litter Index

Over 1300 children enjoyed Litter Wizard
classroom programs in 2002-2003 school yea

Mural (70 feet long!) finished at Ramapo
Freshman Center Courtyard Garden
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