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Photo by Fred Burrell, Piermont Civic Associati@reat American
Cleanup, April 2003, as seen on Piermont Pier. Mssdo say, Fred left the

LISl (LW B e oocoaoee Fage 7 bird and the trash alone! Send KRB your favorite@ghoto for next issug!
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Jeffrey KeahonPresident
Carmelo Ritrovato]reasurer
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Kevin Fitzpatrick Volunteer Coordinator
Kathleen WismarAdministrative Associate
Ethan GreenAmericorps Member

KRB Contact info:
845-708-9159; krbexdir@aol.com

KRB Mission and Programs

Keep Rockland Beautiful, Inc. is a non-profit
membership organization providing ideas,

information and equipment for cleaning up and

beautifying communities.
Programs:

Dear KRB Member, \

Let’s face it, with /‘k &j‘\ \
the snow melting it looks
like it has been raining trash in Rockland County.
We've got our work cut out for us this Spring, and
KRB volunteers and staff have been working hard orf
programs and events to challenge all Rocklanders tg
take personal responsibility for keeping Rockland
beautiful. Please, please review this newslettmds
us your thoughts or pictures, and join in..

KRB has taken important steps to increage
its impact and better serve the community. Firss,
Board added seven new members, all community
leaders, after an extremely successful board
recruitment process. Our “retiring” board membels,
of course, remain vital supporters, and we thank
them heatrtily for all their help over the years.a8d
meetings are on the first Thursday of the month gnd
all are welcome.

Second, we have hired a wonderful part
time Project Coordinator, Kris Edwards, to help hjit
fundraising and community outreach and educatipn.
She has a special talent for youth developmeiat, is
lawyer and a poet, and started with KRB as a
cleanup organizer in Nyack. Come in and meet her!

Third, KRB has cut costs, including
consolidating office space at Clarkstown Town Hall
and reducing administrative costs, in order to re-
direct funds to educational, cleanup and enforcetmen
programs that produce visible results.

Thank you for your supportyour
membership, your complaints to the Litter Hotling|,
your participation in cleanups, the Litter IndeRet
Awards Luncheon and other events — all of this
helps put quality of life and environment on the
“front burner” and keep them there.

All out for the Great American Cleanup!

Sincerely
Andy Stewa

—

Executive Directoy

During theGreat American Cleanupabout 2000
volunteers clean up Rockland and forge communit
spirit (see inside). For the annuadtter Survey,
30+ volunteers evaluate roadside conditions
countywide. Meanwhile, the KRBouth Group is
performing puppet shows about trash and storm
drains at local schools, and diitter Wizard is
(Continued on page 3)
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ACOR Funds Artful Receptacles Project

Jodie Levinson, leader of the Future Business LisaafeAmerica chapter
at Rockland Country Day School, with her “artfuteptacles.”

This project is made possible, in part, with fufrden the Community
Arts Grants program of the Arts Council of Rocklaamtl the
Decentralization Program of the New York State GQuluzn the Arts.

KRB’s Artful Receptacles project is really
taking off! Our aim is to place beautifully
decorated trash cans in public places, such as
bus shelters and playgrounds. Not only will
people have something inspiring to look at, but
research shows well-decorated trash cans get
used more — which means less litter

With a $1000 grant from the Arts of
Council of Rockland, we will “commission”
five accomplished artists to work their magic
on trash cans (due date for proposals is March
12— tell your artist friends to call KRB for
details). Meanwhile, volunteers from ARC and
various local schools are already busy
producing some lovely “Artful Receptacles.”

Clarkstown Highway Department is
providing the blank trash cans, and KRB'’s own
Litter Wizard Midge Maier will be running a
workshop in partnership with Head Start to get
more kids involved and increase educational
impact. Finally, there will be an exhibit of
finished works at a Highway Department Open
House in mid-May, to coincide with National
Public Works Week.

Several years ago KRB conspired with
members of the Hillcrest Neighborhood
Preservation Association and the Town of
Ramapo to place children’s artwork on trash
cans at bus shelters, garnering praise from the
New York TimedNe hope to continue creating
innovative partnerships to beautify Rockland
County.

, 1
(Mission—Continued from page 2)
visiting classrooms. In November, about 130 pegplte
together at the annuawards Luncheonto celebrate
the accomplishments of volunteers, teachers, police
officers and businesses who go out of their wakep
Rockland beautiful. Call theitter Hotline with
concerns about trash and litter.

All KRB activities take place with the support
of concerrned businesses, schools, local goverrenent
civic groups and related organizations — a netvadrk
institutions sharing resources to improve the
community.
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(Readers are encouraged to send their stories and
pictures about trash, the environment and cleanup
activities to Talkin Trash for the entertainment of
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Spring into Action with KRB

Call theLitter Hotline for more info on all these events 845-708-9164

Kickoff GAC with a Tour of Materials

Recovery Facility “Murf”
Thursday, March 18, 7 pm

Have you ever wondered whether you really havégancout
your peanut butter jar before tossing it in theycliog bin?
You'll get the answer to this and other questiohdenvplaying
with interactive exhibits and viewing recyclingastion at the
county’s Materials Recovery Facility, aka “murftid a tour at
6 or 6:30. At 7 pm we’ll assemble tickoff” the Great
American Cleanup in style. Meet other participaarid
organizers, grab some posters and bring a litlate@ photo or
story for “show and tell.” Seating limited — pleasall KRB to
RSVP by Monday, March 15. To get there: Thruway53é
(Suffern/Sloatsburg), 3/4 mi south on 59, leftlmtne Valley
Rd, go 2 miles to facility. (watch for sign at 1riles)

Parade with Pocketinday, March 21

March with our mascot kangaroo “Pockets” and oiieB
characters and board members in the St. PatrickigoBrade,
Pearl River. Parade assembly is at 12:30. Call KdrBletails.

Litter Index Trainingsaturday, April 3

Is your town or village getting prettier or uglief@in the KRB
Litter Survey and find out! Training meeting, 10:3Q a.m.,
Nanuet Mall Community Room. See sidebar for details

Great American Cleanup

Saturday, April 17 (raindate Sunday, April 18)
Call KRB to register your cleanup plan, obtain freshirts,
trashbags and posters. Join thousands of otheesatdify our
communities and preserve nature. Last year, ov@d 15
volunteers netted about 26 tons of trash from r@ggwstreams
and beaches. No cleanup is too big or too small!

What's the Litter Index?

The Litter Index is a way of measuring litter ar{d

related eyesore conditions along roadways in

order to guide litter prevention efforts. Last yeqr

about 30 volunteers patrticipated in the video-
training, followed by actual driving of the survg
routes in groups of 4-5 people per car. While
person drives, the others score sections of rod
a scale of one to four. Older children can
definitely participate, everyone receives a t-sh
and it is actually a lot of fun. The training
meeting includes a short practice run around
Nanuet and takes about an hour and a half.
Driving “your” route takes 45 minutes or so,
scheduled at your convenience. Please call K
to register or for more info. Bring a friend!
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Treasure Hunt and Litter Hik@e krs board is serious about litter, so seriouact that they have

committed to doing two new things this Spring. &ios the day of the Great American Cleanup, KRBrdanembers
will lead four teams of intrepid Litter Hikers whdll converge on New City from the four points ditcompass, linking
Rockland’s five towns and 19 villages in an all-agsault on grunge. Anybody is welcome to joindibor part of a
Litter Hike, or simply to leave the bagged resoltyour local cleanup along the route, to be pickpdy a truck and
brought to The Convergence. To encourage othgaintdhese crusaders for cleanliness, board menvaiérglant four
bottles, each containing a coupon worth $100 CA@St¢, per hiking route. Lucky treasure hunters daimcthese and
other prizes at a soon-to-be-determined site in Bew Call KRB for a route map, schedule and othetails.
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Great American Cleanup, April 200:

Target Date for Cleanups: Saturday, April 17

What's New for 20047?

In addition to the usual fare of free t-shirts,ligge bags,
posters, banners, event planning tools and datatbase the
cleanup groups and locations, we have a couplewf nyyce
services this Spring that we hope will help alyoti se
make this year’s cleanup the biggest and best ever. = i,

Patches for Kids

Kids, especially Scouts, love sew-on patches. Hgppi inty.
this spring KRB'’s got ‘em. In recognition of the eive
important role Scouts and other children play isa th  fre
annual event, KRB is offering a special “Keep Rackl 1
Beautiful” clean-up patch featuring an outline nudphe ve

county. share
1se
Recruiting New Cleanup Groups 2lps

“The more the merrier” certainly applies to cleasygnd>'PS
KRB is not waiting for folks to walk-in. Insteadgive W&
working with highway departments to create mailists S OT
of people living near perennial litter “hotpsotasid ~ nedia
inviting these people to join the Great Americagadiup: 2nd
The deal: you agree to host the event, and KRBraaill P'€S
an invitation to your neighbors, provide trash bagd t- °t0S:

shirts, etcHow could anybody resist? ?(L)jgk

T-shirt SponsorsBIg and small

Volunteers and business sponsors love the “freirts
KRB gives cleanup volunteers. What better way tmash
your support for your home-county? But at $3 a [P,
a major expense and we desperately need sponsars to
least cover the cost of the shirts (about $6000).

Orange & Rockland and Organic Recycling have
donated over $2000 each to become Major Supporters
and we need other businesses to follow suit. Elbeakp!

For $50, “little guys” like civic groups, Scout
troops and families can get on the shirt, tooLet’s
make this t-shirt really represent the people and
organizations that care enough to take action again
litter. The t-shirt design goes to press in Maszh¢all
soon!

Who'’s Helping Out?

Cleanups bring good people together to do great
things. KRB can help you find a group to join, a
place to go, or even send extra volunteers your, w
using our database of registered cleanup events.
are_a few major playefsom last Spring. Call KRB
for full contact information for these and others.

Clarkstown
Nanuet Civic Association
Valley Cottage Civic Association
Congers Civic Association
S. Little Tor Civic Association
Clarkstown Police Explorers

Haverstraw
Pomona Cleanup Squad
Haverstraw Gospel Fellowship
Haverstraw Community Garden

Orangetown

Pearl River People’s Council
Orangetown Democratic Comm.
South Orangetown Rotary

Ramapo

Suffern Civic Association

Chestnut Ridge Civic Association

Hillcrest Neighborhood Preservation Association
St. Joseph’s Youth Group

Villages of Montebello, Sloatsburg, and Hillburn

Stony Point
Stony Point Lions Club

S.P.A.CE.

Countywide Groups
Rockland Road Runners
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts
Sheriff's Community Service Program

ay
HHg

Americorps

to use to promote the Great American Cleanup. yoan
help us put it to its highest use?

Calling All Paddlers and Anglers

Give KRB a ring if you want to join us in haulingash out

Yard-Vac Racing, Anybody?
We're not exactly sure what it does or what to diti i,
but a generous sponsor has given KRB a $600 “Yardvy

of the Hudson, Hackensack or other navigable watgsw
this year. We're giving new meaning to the provairtivig
ne that got away.”
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Art by Ed Chorba, Rockland County Sheriff's Dept




KRB Advocates for Litter Law Enforcement

10 Reasons to Swat a Litterbug

A first step toward increasing the enforcemer|
of litter laws is to make sure police officers knthve
laws and know they have the support of their chaeis
the public for effective litter law enforcement.

KRB recently met with the county police chie
association, chaired by Chief Furco of the Spriradjey
PD, to discuss police roles in litter preventiorgluding
our idea of making an anti-litter poster for digpia
police stations. Sheriff Kralik offered the aidro$
forensic artist, Ed Chorba, who went on to deslgn t
eye-catching graphics for the poster on the fapagge
(the actual poster will be full color and much hégg
The poster will be distributed to cooperating pelic
departments, along with information about littexga
and Keep Rockland Beautiful programs, in a prdject
coincide with the Great American Cleanup.

KRB’s Enforcement Advocacy

Enforcement is by far the most challenging o]
KRB'’s three areas of programming: neighborhood
cleanups, education and enforcement. KRB membe
can organize cleanups and we can teach kids tdaar
the environment, but KRB cannot write litter ticket

In 2001, Rockland’s 500 police officers wroteg
less than 50 litter tickets, about half of theseewve
thrown out of court, and most were probably second
charges (ie: a speeder ripped up his ticket arehtlitr
on the ground). The county health department gftes
gooey Dumpsters and related health and environine
problems and code enforcers from Town building,
police and highway departments curb the worst esas
of poor garbage handling by residents and busisess
Police say some judges view prosecution of “qualfty
life” violations like littering as further clogginthe

A Few Laws to Enforce...

NYS Motor Vehicle Safety Law -- Litter
Section 1220. Throwing refuse on highways and
adjacent lands prohibited.

(&) No person shall throw, dump, deposit or place,
cause to be thrown, dumped, deposited or place
upon any highway, or within the limits of the righ
of way of such highway, or upon private lands
adjacent thereto, any refuse, trash, garbage, sajbi
litter or any nauseous or offensive matter.

A violation of the provisions of subdivision) (af
this section shall be punishable by a fine not to
exceed two hundred and fifity dollars and/or a
requirement to perform services for a public orn
for-profit corporation, association, insititution o
agency not to exceed eight hours and for any
second or subsequent violation by a fine not to
exceed five hundred dollars and/or a requiremerjt to
perform services for a public or not-for-profit
corporation....not to exceed eight hours.

=N

(b)

Nyack Village Code 30-9. Litter, section E:
Every owner, tenant or occupant is responsible to
immediately remove any hazard, debris or littenfrihe
sidewalk adjoining the property and for a distaate
two feet into the street. If there is no sidewdtiey are
responsible for cleaning up the area between their
property line and two feet into the street. Failirelo
so is an offense.

County Public Health Policy, Section

13.12.0- Occupant to Dispose of Garbage: “Roden
proof, insect-proof, watertight refuse containdralkbe
used for storage pending collection.”

-
1

system and wasting scarce resources. Perhaps

understandably, none of these agencies see tepapriority. The result is trashy roads, tite®wn into the
woods, messy mini-malls and storm drains clogget plastics.
In addition to our poster idea, KRB has propoghemoways of boosting litter law enforcement:
“Dear Litterbug” letters: In Tennessee and Texdiens can report litterbugs’ license plate nursber
resulting in an educational warning message ta@gh@wner. Why not in Rockland, too?
Litterbust sites: KRB has identified sites to pelighere they are practically guaranteed to catch a
litterbug in the act. So far no litterbusts haverbesported.
Public Recognition: At the KRB Annual Awards Lunoimein November we celebrate outstanding
achievements preserving Rockland’s beauty, inclythm enforcement. In 2003, P.O. Robert Sick of
Orangetown and Kevin Mackey of the County Healtip&&ment received awards for their work.
We're still working for our big “breakthrough” oitter law enforcement. In the meantime, we encoeirag

to make your support for litter law enforcement ko
for ways to move this issue forward.

anybody who will listen, and to join us iroldng
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Save the Dates:

Tour of County Recycling Facility and Great
American Cleanup Kickoff event

Thursday, March 18, 7 pm

Litter Survey Training
Saturday, April 3, 2004, 10 am

Great American CleanupO —
Saturday, April 17, 2004




