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Litter is a problem.  
It is ugly. It violates 
our sense of place and 
community. It hurts 
wildlife and 
ecosystems. It clogs culverts. It is costly to clean up.  
 
Litter is an opportunity. It’s easy to see and to pick 
up – how many civic groups have begun with a 
neighborhood cleanup and a barbecue? Litter 
awareness leads to environmental awareness -- from 
litter we move via storm drains to streams and water 
quality, or we move via trashcans to recycling, 
landfills and incinerators. Children “get it” – we all 
do live downstream! We all can make a difference! 
 
Litter unifies. Litterbugs and litter warriors come  
in all shapes, sizes, colors and classes. Some places  
are harder-hit than others, for sure, but litter is 
everywhere, and everywhere people are searching 
for solutions. 
 
We can prevent most litter. The Keep America 
Beautiful System of education, cleanups and 
enforcement has worked in other places to reduce 
litter. However, it takes real commitment across the 
board to change individual behavior and improve 
environmental maintenance. 
 
What can you do to help? Ask a friend to join KRB. 
Organize a cleanup this spring. Tell a teacher about 
KRB’s free educational programs. Write a letter in 
support of the expanded Bottle Bill. Join the lively 
discussion at a KRB board meeting… 
 

   Sincerely, 
    Andy Stewart 

Executive Director 

Our Mission  
Who Are We? 

Keep Rockland Beautiful, Inc. is the local 
affiliate of the national non-profit organization 
Keep America Beautiful, Inc. We are a 
clearinghouse of ideas, information and 
equipment for cleaning up and beautifying 
communities. 

� � � � �� � �

� 	 
 
 � � � � � 
 
 � � �
Keep Rockland Beautiful, Inc. 

Officers 

Jeffrey Keahon, President 
Irene Ryan, Vice President 

Paul Trader, Secretary 
Carmelo Ritrovato, Treasurer 

 
Board of Directors 

Cora Bodkin 
Barbara S. Boggan 
Thomas Brizzolara 

Melinda Levin 
Marie Manning 
Peggy Nadell 

Margery Rothenberg 
Risa Beth Sydelle 
William E. Vines 

Eliot Tozer, Director Emeritus 
 

Staff 

Andrew Y. Stewart, PhD, Executive Director 
Kathleen Wismar, Administrative Associate 

            New  
     Board Members Needed 
 

What’s it take to be a board member? 

A desire to work systematically to prevent 
litter and promote neighborhood 

beautification. Board Members prioritize  
our goals and use their experience and 
connections to forward KRB’s mission. 

Board Members help organize special events, 
fundraise, initiate contacts with decision-
makers, and provide links to Rockland’s 

diverse communities and civic organizations.  
We meet on the first Thursday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in our offices here in New City.  
Interested? Call Board Vice President Irene 

Ryan at home at 623-5853. 
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Litter Surveyors Needed 
 
March 29, 2003 
10 a.m. – 12 noon 
Nanuet Mall Community Room 

Call Keep Rockland Beautiful to register by March 14. 
 
The Grass is Always Greener… 

 Is Bergen County really cleaner than Rockland? 
After the snow melts and before the Great American 
Cleanup is the perfect time to get a “big picture” view of 
Rockland’s litter problem. Where is the worst litter? 
Where is the tidiest? How does your town or village 
compare to others? Is New Jersey really cleaner than 
Rockland?  
 Surveying involves joining like-minded folks for 
a short training by KRB, then driving together around one 
of the pre-mapped survey routes. While one person 
drives, the others “score” roadside conditions using a 
simple method developed by Keep America Beautiful. 
The result will be an objective map of litter densities – 
the Litter Index -- which KRB and others can use to guide 
litter prevention and beautification efforts. The survey 
will be repeated annually. 

 
Busting Litterbugs 

 Littering is a crime, but the law is rarely 
enforced, because police have “bigger fish to fry,” and 

because folks tend not to litter when the police are 
watching. Police are very supportive of litter prevention as 
a “quality of life” issue, but how do we get them to 
actually “bust” some litterbugs?  
 The KRB Enforcement Committee met with 
Chief Kilduff of the Clarkstown police department who 
agreed to use undercover police cars to monitor six 
heavily littered sites for several hours each. KRB then 
consulted with the Clarkstown Highway Department to 
choose the six sites. We have since made similar 
agreements with police in Orangetown, Stony Point, 
Ramapo, S. Nyack, and Village of Haverstraw. We are 
looking forward to the results! 
 
Hotline Report 
 
 Last September we received a Hotline complaint 
from a resident of Alleghany Ave, which runs behind the 
Hub Shopping Center on Rte 59 in Nyack, about an 
unsightly accumulation of litter along the Hub fenceline, 
broken fencing and dead trees.  
 KRB raised the issue with the manager of the 
Stop and Shop, and we brought the matter to the attention 
of the property manager, Brian Nelson of Bridon Realty in 
New City. By mid-November the fence was fixed, the tree 
was removed, and Bridon Realty had committed to 
cleaning the fence line of litter three times a week. If only 
all Hotline complaints ended so nicely!  
 If you have a problem with litter, please call the 
Litter Hotline for help: 845-708-9164  

Reprinted with permission  
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Honoring Local Volunteers 

On Sunday, November 3, 2002, Keep Rockland Beautifu l hosted the  
First Annual Awards Luncheon at Terrace on the Huds on in Haverstraw.  

The KRB Award recognizes 
people, businesses and 

organizations that have made 
exemplary efforts to cleanup 

and beautify Rockland 
County. The eleven Honorees 
include projects in the areas 
of: litter law enforcement, 

cleanups, Adopt-a-Highway 
participation, public space 

beautification and 
environmental education. 

Board President Jeffrey Keahon emceed the event, and 
following a sumptuous buffet lunch, each Honoree described 
their project. The event also featured the band Know Control 
playing KRB’s theme song, “I wanna cleanup Rockland,” as 
well as a beautiful display of project photographs and newspaper 
articles designed by Annie Shustack, a KRB volunteer. Spirits 
ran high among the one hundred and thirty-five attendees, 
including sixteen elected officials. Several civic organizations 
and business groups showed up in force, including Target 
Stores, the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, and the Hillcrest 
Neighborhood Preservation Association. 

Members of the Hillcrest Neighborhood Preservation Association -  
Cliff Parker, Maurice McDougal and Ramapo Town Code Enforcer, 
Lou Cohn 

Andy Stewart, Donna McGuire and Jeffrey Keahon 

County Executive Scott Vanderhoef 
and Pockets 
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Barry Schechter, Target Stores 

Paul Trader, KRB Board Member  
and Art Gunther, Journal News 

Niles and Jan Davies, Mabel Mandell 

Many thanks to all of the individuals, businesses and 
organizations that came out to support volunteer 
efforts to preserve Rockland’s beauty, and of course, 
thanks to those who couldn’t come, but sent donations, 
including Culligan Water and Wyeth. We’re looking 
forward to more inspirational nominations for our next 
Awards Luncheon this fall, so please contact KRB for 
information on how to nominate worthy projects. 
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KRB is blessed with wonderful volunteers!  
Here are a few of their projects:  

Alycea Ench – Clarkstown South HS Environmental Club 

James Harper, RCC – litter law enforcement project 

Charlotte Jennings, from RSVP – office support every Friday 

Mark Kirton – member database design 

Mike Macia – litter stick assembly and sign painting 

Barry Schechter – fundraising and education 

Annie Shustack – graphic design  

Richard Thiele – computer support 

Emily Williamson – litter survey mapping 

The Litter Wizard Has Pizazz 
 
 KRB recently hired a part-time environmental educator to develop our 
schools program. Midge Maier, a retired art teacher from the E. Ramapo School 
system, comes to us with a wealth of experience in teaching, community outreach 
and beautification. She is an artist and an environmentalist with a theatrical flair 
that is not lost on the elementary school students participating in her litter 
prevention and science presentations.  

Dressed as a wizard, she offers dramatic readings of The Wartville Wizard, 
a story about an old man who, sick of picking up litter, gains the power to make 
litter fly back and stick to the people who dropped it. Through the free programs 
Midge brings to local schools, children have the opportunity to explore litter’s 
impact on wildlife and the community through hands-on activities in the arts and 
sciences. If you know a teacher or youth group leader who might be interested in inviting 
Midge to do a presentation, please contact KRB.   Programs are free. 

Clowns Join Fight  
Against Litter  
 
J-Go, Sugar Babe and Jolly, three 
clowns from the RSVP “Clowns R Us” 
program, recently joined KRB’s own 
Litter Wizard to bring our “Waste in 
Place” theme to local children. Together 
they created props, a song and a skit in 
which one clown throws trash from her 
car, while the others try to stop her, with 
the help of the children. The group plans 
to develop entertaining litter prevention 
and environmental awareness programs 
for schools, camps and anywhere else 
kids can be found. If you know  
o f  an appropr i a te  venue fo r  
this program, please give a call to  
Keep Rockland Beautiful!  

Who says litter isn’t funny?  
RSVP Clowns R Us perform skits 
that teach litter prevention 
Barbara Haywood, “Sugar Babe” 

Litter Wizard to Offer  
Teacher Training 
Workshops 
 
“Landscape Lessons:  L i t te r 
Prevention and Gardening for 
Children,” is the title of teacher 
training workshops to be offered by 
KRB through the Rockland Teachers 
Center in Thiells this spring and 
summer.  These workshops will give 
teachers the chance to experiment 
with classroom activities centered on 
litter, recycling, solid waste and 
gardening, and to tour the county 
recycling facility and successful 
school garden projects.  The two 
fifteen-hour workshops are scheduled 
for March and early May. 

 

Mike Macia 
made 80 
litter sticks 
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Win Free Home Depot Supplies 
 
 Keep Rockland Beautiful is proud to join Home 
Depot in offering a special opportunity to participants in 
the Great American Cleanup this spring.  Registered 
cleanup groups will have the opportunity to apply for 
between $100 and $500 in free Home Depot products in 
order to carry out a volunteer neighborhood beautification 
project of their own design. A panel of civic leaders will 
judge the applications and Keep Rockland Beautiful and 
Home Depot will provide project guidance. 
 
 Those interested in competing for the Home 
Depot grants should call Keep Rockland Beautiful to 
register for the Great American Cleanup and to obtain the 
simple grant application form. Grant requests should be 
submitted along with the group’s cleanup report 
following the Great American Cleanup on April 26, 2003. 
Winners will be announced in May. 

“Bottling Up” Our Litter  

Appeared in Letters to the Editor, Journal News, 
March 3, 2003 

If you buy one hundred beverages at a 
supermarket at random, about twenty of the containers 
(waters, juices, teas, etc.) would not require a deposit 
under current NYS Bottle Bill, since they came on the 
market after the bill was passed in 1982.  On the other 
hand, if you join the Great American Cleanup this 
April and pick up one hundred littered beverage 
containers from your local road or park, about sixty of 
the containers would be non-deposit, this based on 
research conducted by Scenic Hudson with help from 
NY Attorney General Spitzer.  

Clearly, the bottle deposit law has the 
intended effect of preventing litter and fostering 
recycling, and needs updating to cover new beverages 
that have entered the market since 1982.  
Keep Rockland Beautiful recently brought this matter 
to the attention of the Rockland County Legislature 
which, with the leadership of Harriet Cornell, passed a 
resolution in support of current efforts at the state 
level to update the Bottle Bill (Bills S1696 and 
A3922). On behalf of all our cleanup volunteers, we 
thank the Legislature for its support. 

Report litter problems  
to the Litter Hotline 

845-708-9164 
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Save these Dates: 
 
· March 27: Kickoff Event for the Great 

American Cleanup – Let’s Get Organized!! 
 7 p.m., Fire Training Center 
 
· March 29: Litter Surveyor Training     

Receive maps and instructions for measuring 
litter in your town!! 

 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Nanuet Mall 
 
·  April 26: Great American Cleanup 
 
Details inside…. 
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