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Save the Dates:

Litter Survey Training
Saturday, March 12, 2005, 10 am

Great American CleanupO —
Saturday, April 16, 2005

Fall Waterways Cleanup
Saturday, October 1, 2005

N

10 Maple Avenue, New City, New York 10956-5013845)708-9159
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Members of the Youth Environmental Network strikease with their cleanup pile

KRB Busy Battling Blight

“KRB?” is a clearinghouse of ideas, information agdipment for cleaning up and beautifying
our communities. We educate and empower peopbkresponsibility for improving quality
of life. We kickoff spring with the voluntegiitter Survey (March) to evaluate road conditions
and quality of life indicators countywide. DuringetGreat American Cleanup (April) and

Fall Waterways Cleanup(October) about 2000 volunteers clean up Rocklambfarge
community spirit, obtaining free trash bags, t4shand support from KRB. In the fall we gather
for the annuaAwards Luncheonto celebrate the accomplishments of volunteeeashters,
police officers and businesses leading the way tdwkeaner, safer, more livable communities.
ThelLand Use Symposium for Youthtakes place in November. Throughout the year, our
Board of Directors and ourYouth Environmental Network each meets regularly to advance
KRB’s mission among youth and the broader pubieLitter Wizard visits classrooms,

artists transform ordinary trash cans iAtful Receptacles and theLitter Hotline rings with
reports and ideas concerning litter “hotspotstétttugs and ways to stop them. All of these
activities take place with the active involvemehtiverse individuals and groups who share
the basic goal expressed by our organization’s nafezp Rockland Beautiful™!




Bucks for Battling Blight

Every dollar invested in Keep Rockland Beautifttivities generates between two and ten dollars
worth of benefits to the community, in the formsvofunteer labor, partnerships and donations okiid”
services and materials. This article answers tlee-popular, and quite reasonable question abounhite
investments made, “Where do you get your money@”ianhe process gives kudos to our funders. Next
newsletter will feature more of the volunteers padners who multiply the value of our cash budgahy
times over.

TheRockland County legislaturehas been KRB’s primary funder since 1997, the B
incorporated as a non-profit organization and gaegtification as an affiliate of Keep America Bétul. As
a contract agency to the county legislature, KRBerly receives approximately $90,000 per yeaa(to
county budget is almost $590 million) to conduaigrams involving thousands of volunteers, dozens of
communities, schools and civic groups, as welltaerdunding partners. The county’s support cotleescost
of a small office and part-time staff, and is argginoard for connecting with other supporters afcsiic
programs.

Highway departments are KRB’s most immediate pagtin litter prevention, especially during the
Great American Cleanup and Fall Cleanup, when wi vamether to identify litter hotspots and support
cleanup volunteers. KRB has worked particularlyselg with the Clarkstown Highway Department, and
superintendent Wayne Ballard, to develop innovatiagrams with applicability to other towns, sucttlae
Litter Patrol in partnership with ARC, the Littemc Graffiti Unit, adopt-a-road and Artful Recepesl
Clarkstown’s Town Board dedicated $15,000 to these programs in 2004.

The Great American Cleanup is KRB's “signature” @arcountywide community cleanup, actually a
nationwide event involving millions of people. THRAC” provides a brief respite from the uglinesdlitkr,
but more importantly, builds community pride andiesnmental knowledge, the foundations of pollution
prevention. KRB has to raise $7000 in corporatespships to cover the costs of giving commemoeativ
shirts to 2000 volunteers and printing street bem@range and Rocklandhas consistently supported this
effort, kicking off the GAC with a $2000 donatiam 2004, matched b@rganic Recyclingand theRockland
County Solid Waste Management Authority and joined by a host of other donors (see pagée®p
America Beautiful, our national network organizatiéunnels thousands of trash bags to us from Buffand
yes, the bags do break easily, but they're freawesgan’t complain!). Other special treats from KA&ve
included a Yard-Vac and $1000 worth of Home Depipties.

Alert Rocklanders may have noticed the artfullgatated trash barrels gracing bus shelters here and
there around the county. KRB has obtained two conityarts grants from thArts Council of Rockland to
recruit and pay artists to paint these cans. litiadd Senator Morahan helped KRB get an $8000 grant from
the New York State Office of Parks and Recreatmobuy modern trash receptacles with built-in digpla
panels for artwork. These “Artful Receptacles” vadautify the streetscape, reduce litter and pegidew
venue for artists to show their work when theyiastalled in commercial and downtown areas thiggpr

What better way to welome folks to “Main Stree3AJ than to line the sidewalks with flowers? The
Ginsburg Community Fund recently donated $5000 to KRB to support beauatiiix, cleanup and
educational programming in Haverstraw. Part of thismiey went towards hardware and plants needed to
equip the downtown area with hanging flowerbaskessin time for the village’s 180anniversary
celebrations. We're looking forward to these flosvblooming year after year!

The commitment oPrecast Concrete Sales Companyp beautifying Rockland is clear from its tidy
frontage on Rte 303 in Valley Cottage and its pgudition in the state’s adopt-a-highway progranstlyear
Precast’s owner, Greg Fisher, broadened his suppatranging the printing of 5000 color brochures
promoting KRB’s mission and programs to other besges, potential volunteers and partners. But waie ..
needed a graphic artist, to®tan Kay, painter, graphic artist, and kayaker from Nyatiares Greg's love of
beauty and volunteered to help design the brociMaay revisions and a year later the brochure igsoway
to the printer — and to a library, school or offiear you. Stan donated $1000 of labor, which krigback
to our original point, that KRB is a great investmjébecause every dollar of cash invested leversgesral
dollars worth of hands-on help and materials fargieg Rockland beautiful. That's a great reasdpetmome
a member of KRB today and join several hundredrgtieeple who give $5, $10, $20 or $50 a year to KRB

You'll find a membership form on page five of timewsletter!
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Third Annual Awards Luncheon|

About 130 happy people crowded into Civile's
restaurant in Haverstraw on October 27, 2004, lebcate
the achievements of this year's Keep Rockland Biehut
Award winners. After a welcome by County Executive
Vanderhoef, the audience heard personal testiménaies
our eight honorees (see box).

Leading up to the event, Girl Scout Troop 191
helped out by nominating over 75 small businesses f
beautification awards, and sending all of them s
Noticed, We Care” letters thanking them for their
outstanding efforts to make Rockland a more aitragilace
to live, work, shop and play.

The notorious Litterbug, a many-legged critter
dropping trash everywhere it goes, briefly intetegpthe
event, with Pockets the Cleanup Kangaroo in hosyitr
Fortunately, code enforcer Jorge Baez from Spriatiey
was on hand to stop the Litterbug and give heighbr

Paul Trader
(Distinguished Volunteer)
Matt Horn
(Business Beautification—Pomona)
Ginsburg Community Fund
(Corporate Friend of KRB)
Rotary Club of North Rockland and
Village of Haverstraw 150" Anniversary
Committee
(Main Street Partnership—Clock Project)
Jason Seebach
(Youth Volunteer—Eagle Scout)
Natalie Harvey-Fonvil
(Enforcement—Spring Valley)
National Broadcasting Societyat STAC
(Adopt-a-Road—Orangetown).

orange KRB litter grabber to cleanup her mess!ghg
colored fly swatters made unique table centerpiaces
encouraged all present to “Swat a Litterbug” atrgve
opportunity. See list of Table Hosts and Sponguage 6.
Pictured here, clockwise from top right: Jason
Seebach and Mayor Wassmer; Marissa Kehr and Joanna
Dionisio (STAC) with KRB Board Member James Dean;
Litterbug and Pockets; Vanderhoef and Trader; JBagz.
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Land Use Symposium: Building Youth Leadership

On November 16, 2004,
Lamont-Doherty, Cornell
Cooperative Extension ang
Americorps joined KRB in
hosting a highly successfu
Land Use Planning
Symposium for high schod|
students from around the
county — an event that we
plan to repeat annually to
empower the next
generation to participate
knowledgably in decisions
affecting our communities
and natural environment.

The project involved
classroom presentations,
mentors from the world of
land use and development,
and mock public hearings during which 30 studepstsated a case study and proposed environmentally an
economically feasible alternatives. As a furthemdibon of participation, all student groups musinplete an
environmental cleanup or related community improgetnproject as part of the Great American Cleanomp r
by Keep Rockland Beautiful.

Most gratifying was the impact of the thirteen noes on the students. Indeed, we were very imprkess
by the growth in the students’ knowledge of watedstssues and their ability to apply this new krexige
during the mock land use hearings. In their owndspparticipants “thought it was fun,” “liked meediwith
the director of the golf course and learning howtok with environmentalists,” and best of all, Itfe
responsible, and powerful.”

In the photo below, Julie Lundemo and Dana FjetateBom Pearl River High School present their lang
use plan for the Letchworth property in Stony Ptinan audience of their peers and professionaia the
fields of planning, real estate, watershed pradectzoning, etc.

People KRB Can Help: “THANK YOU *

Alert Citizens:

Call the Litter Hotline 845-708-9164 to report i hotspot of
graffiti, to find out about the adopt-a-road pragsa or get help
with a related issue.

Starving Artists:
Display your artwork on trash receptacles; getpaid
Groups Seeking Entertainment:

KRB'’s “Litter Wizard” brings stories, games andanfhation
about the environment and recycling to classroa@ftsr school
programs and clubs. Heck, we’ll even do birthdafies! Also,

KRB'’s executive director brings a slide show aratiss from

the front lines of Rockland’s war on litter to @wgroups,
classrooms and other audiences.
Back Pain Sufferers:
Tired of stooping to pick icky things up with yoliands? We've
got bright orange litter grabbers available at ¢os$6.

UNITED WATER
for printing the
KRB newsletter

Did you know?

United Water is an Adopt-a-Road
participant, cleaning Congers Lakg
Road causeway over Lake DeFor¢st.

14

Artists Needed

KRB'’s Artful Receptacles
project is entering its second
year, with a second grant from
the Arts Council of Rockland
($2400) to pay artists to decorgte
trash barrels used at bus shelters,
parking lots and playgrounds.
In addition, Senator
Morahan arranged for $8000 o}
state money to buy high quality,
covered trash receptacles with
display panels for art, as well.
The new receptacles will be
appropriate for shopping centers,
“Main Streets” and other areas|of
high pedestrian traffic, and will
feature works by local artists as
well as litter prevention graphics.
Contact KRB if you are an
artist looking for an innovative
way of displaying your work,
or if you have suggestions for
where to put these receptacles
In the photo, Lauren
Boer, Andy Golub and Valerie
Sonnenthal (flanked by her sons Hudson and Sawgteny off their cans prior to the Artful Receptacle
Exhibit in May, 2004, at the Orangetown Highway Bement. Lauren’s and Andy’s cans are in use at bus
shelters on Rte 304 in Bardonia and at the Hub @hgpCenter in W. Nyack; keep your eyes peeled for
Valerie’'s can — we know it’s out there somewhere!

This project is made possible, in part, with fufrden the Community
Arts Grants program of the Arts Council of Rocklamdl the

Decentralization Program of the New York State Qiluon the Arts Please give
to a friend when
ou are finished reading
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Great Grabber, Low Price

The brightly colored Orang-U-Tong “grabber” makésaning up fun and is the perfect fashion accessury
civic-minded people like you. Extensively fieldted by KRB staff and volunteers, the tool is a “trhesve”
for homeowners, adopt-a-roaders, cleanup organsetsaanybody who has ever lost a sock behind the
washing machine. Kids love ‘em, they come in dfiedent colors, we can custom-label them with your
group’s name. These beauties only cost us $6,aaertaffiliation with Keep America Beautiful, amge pass
this savings directly to our precious cleanup vtders. The Blauvelt Lions Club just bought tenhefnh.

$6

Mapping Civic Environmentalism with GIS

The dots on the map on the opposite page markplaaunteers have cleaned up during the
Great American Cleanup in April and the Fall Watays/Cleanup in October --107 places in all. To make
this map, we used your cleanup reports, Geograplnimamation software, and base maps obtained from
the county planning department. We couldn’t haveedib without training from KRB volunte@arbara
Willen (aka “GIS-girl”), who works at the county healtbdirtment — thanks Barbara!

Isn’'t it great to see so many dots on the map tameagine the good, caring people who worked
in each place to protect community and environm&w?l be using the GIS to keep track of litter
“hotspots,” volunteer efforts and adopt-a-roadétidis, and to promote these activities to new utders

and partners.

Participating Civic

Organizations

Girl Scouts

Boy Scouts

Nanuet Civic Association
Rockland Road Runners
Phi Theta Kappa—RCC

Valley Cottage Civic Association
Hillcrest Neigh'd Pres. Assoc.

Scenic Hudson

S. Orangetown Rotary Club

Stony Point Lions Club

Blauvelt Lions Club

Peoples Council of Pearl River

St. Peters Church Youth Group

New City Volunteer Ambulance

New City Chamber of
Commerce

Hudson Riverkeeper

Pomona Cleanup Squad (POCUSjckensack Riverkeeper
Chestnut Ridge Civic AssociatiomMaverstraw Communitgarden

Piermont Civic Association
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
RCAC
South Little Tor Civic
Association
SPACE, Rockland ARC
NY Water Sentinels Program
Congers Civic Association
Pomona Civic Association
Suffern Civic Association
SAAVE (Students Against
Animal Violation and
Exploitation)

T-Shirt and Banner

Sponsors

Orange and Rockland

Organic Recycling

Rockland County Solid Waste
Management Authority

H.O. Penn Machinery, Inc.

Highway Sup’'t Assoc. of RC

Russell Foote and Company

Union State Bank

Barr Laboratories

Inserra

Hudson United Bank

The Bug Clinic

LTD “Love to Dance” Entertainment
Novartis

Phi Theta Kappa—RCC

Legislator VJ Pradhan

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, RCAC
William Ryan Family

Girl Scout Troop 300

Girl Scout Troop 432

West Nyack Brownie Troop 164
Country Kids 4-H Horse Club
Rockland Road Runners

South Little Tor Civic Assoc.
Nanuet Civic Assoc.

Cub Scouts Pack 79

Awards Luncheon Hosts

and Sponsors

Provident Bank, Ginsburg Community
Fund, Highway Superintendents
Assoc., Russell Foote, Jeffrey Keahon,
Orange & Rockland, C&B Restaurant
Corp., Rotary Club of North Rockland

Over 100 Community Cleanups in 2004!

Cleanup Data:

107 cleanup events, big and
small

Between 25 and 30 tons of
trash collected from streets,
beaches and streams

29 communities involved
1500 volunteers received free
t-shirts, trash bags and
organizational support from
Keep Rockland Beautiful

Key: Each dot represents
one cleanup “event,”
however large or small.
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